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Brampton South MPP Prabmeet Sarkaria (centre) announces provincial funding for Sheridan College’s Pre-Ap- 
prenticeship Programs on Jan. 30, 2020 at the Davis Campus in Brampton, backed by Premier Doug Ford (left) 
and Minister of Skills, Labour and Training Monte McNaughton. (PWN Staff Photo) 


One of Peel's biggest post-secondary providers re- 
ceived a leg up last week, as the province announced 
more than $550,000 in funding to boost skilled trades 
programs. 

Continuing a series of notable appearances in the 
region, Premier Doug Ford was on-hand alongside 
local MPP/small business associate minister Prab- 
meet Sarkaria and colleges and universities minister 
Ross Romano to announce the funding for Sheridan 
College's Pre-Apprenticeship Programs. The invest- 
ment, announced at the Davis Campus in Brampton 
on Jan. 30, includes $559,837 for Sheridan College's 
General Machinist and Industrial Mechanic Mill- 
wright pre-apprenticeship programs to create place- 
ments for an additional 50 students. 

Sheridan president and vice chancellor Janet Mor- 
rison, who was on-hand to welcome the investment, 
thanked Ford for the province's financial support and 
for coming out to meet students who were well-posi- 
tioned for job markets that continue to grow. 

“In an economic environment where the competi- 
tion for talent is global and young people are looking 
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for stable, meaningful and prosperous work, the 
skilled trades offer financially secure and rewarding 
careers,” Morrison said. 

The province bills the new investment as giving 
more opportunities to students in Brampton with 
valuable hands-on experiences and careers with the 
skilled trades. Ford's presence at the event is his sec- 
ond ou als rofile appearance in the city in as any 
weeks a prior announcement announcing fun 
ing for Peel Police attracting support from all levels of 
government. 

Over the next five years, one in five jobs created will 
be in the skilled trades, making support of local ap- 
prenticeship programs more important than ever, 
Ford said at the announcement. 

"We need more skilled workers to help us build the 
roads, transit, and infrastructure we need, both now 
and in the future. Young people in Brampton need to 
know that these are in-demand, well-paying careers, 
and that's exactly what we're doing." 
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Multiple firearms seized, 
arrest made in park 


shooting 


Apair of Brampton 
residents who have 
been arrested and 
charged with multiple 
offences in connection 
with a shooting inci- 
dent that took place on 
Feb. 1. 

The suspects, 30 
year-old Lionel Willie 
and 24 _ year-old 
Shamas Berantuo, went 
to English Street Park 
around 1:35 a.m. and 
discharged a weapon 
inside. Afterwards, the 
pair left the park and 
drove away in a vehicle, 
and were later stopped 
and arrested by 22 Di- 
vision a short time later 
after authorities 
launched an immediate 
investigation. 

A warrant was later 
issued for Willie’s resi- 
dence, wherein a num- 
ber of weapons, 
including an AR-15 as- 


sault rifle, two pistols, 
nearly 300 rounds of 
ammunition for differ- 
ent weapons and 
$3,000 in drugs were 
seized. 

Willie was later 
charged with multiple 
offences, including pos- 
session of dangerous 
weapons and __ five 
counts of possession of 
cocaine, while Be- 
raunto, was charged 
with unauthorized pos- 
session of a dangerous 
weapon, discharging a 
dangerous weapon and 
other offences. 

Both individuals at- 
tended Brampton court 
on Feb. 2 to answer to 
the charges. 

Residents with addi- 
tional information re- 
garding the case are 
asked to call 11 Division 
at (905) 453-2121, ext. 
2233. 
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Mississauga man under arrest after fatal 


hit 

A 56 year-old Missis- 
sauga man has been 
charged after a fatal hit- 
and-run in south Mis- 
sissauga on Jan. 30. 

Kenneth Buffan, of 
Mississauga, was lo- 
cated and arrested after 
failing to remain at the 
scene of a hit-and-run, 
which took place 
around 6:40 a.m. in the 
Dixie Road and 
Lakeshore Road area. 

The victim, 45 year- 
old Penny Cousard, of 
Mississauga, was trav- 
elling north in the 
southbound lane of 
Dixie near Lakeshore on 
an electric mobility 
wheelchair. 

Buffan, who was driv- 
ing a black Honda Civic, 
struck Cousard and fled 
the scene. Cousard was 
later pronounced at the 
scene. 

Authorities later lo- 


cated the vehicle in the 
Ogden Avenue area, 
near Lakeshore, later 
that day. 

Buffan was later ar- 
rested and charged with 
dangerous operation of 
a vehicle and failure to 
remain causing death. 
He appeared in Bramp- 
ton court to answer to 
the charges on Feb. 1. 

Cousard was hailed by 
close friends on social 
media as a committed 
volunteer in the south 
Mississauga, working at 
various events and festi- 
vals including the 
Southside Shuffle Blues 
and Jazz Festival, Wa- 
terfront Festival and 
Port Credit Paint the 
Town Red Canada Day 
celebrations. 

“This has affected the 
entire community,” said 
Kristine Kane, the chair 
of the Southside Shuffle, 


in an online post earlier 
this week. 
Acelebration of life 
has been planned by the 
board of the festival to 
honour Cousard, said 
Kane, which will be held 
on Sunday, Feb. 23 at 
Roen Docs (405 


Lakeshore Road East), 
from 4:30 - 8:30 p.m. 
The festival’s volunteer 


and-run; friends plan memorial 


event will also be re- 
named in her honour, 
said Kane. 

A fundraiser has also 
been set up to help 
Cousard’s family pay for 
funeral costs. Residents 
can contribute by visit- 
ing the donation page at 
gofundme.com/f/fundr 
aising-for-carole-king. 


Justice arrives after two-year investigation into highway homicide 


by Alex Gregory 


15 suspects have 
been arrested in con- 
nection with the 
shooting of a 23 year- 
old Brampton man 
who was shot and 
killed in a case of mis- 
taken identity. 

Peel Police reported 
late last month that 
the suspects, who were 
part of a criminal gang 
operating throughout 
the Greater Toronto 
Area, were arrested in 
connection with the 
death of Jason Ramk- 
ishun on Nov. 13, 
2018, after the vehicle 
he was driving on 
Highway 410 was shot 
at by an unknown as- 
sailant. 

Ramkishun, an as- 
piring security guard, 
was found in his car 
soon after and rushed 
to hospital with gun- 
shot wounds, but later 
succumbed to his in- 
juries. 

“Jason had a passion 
for law enforcement, 
and he was focused on 
achieving that goal, 
and being able to serve 
and protect the com- 
munity,” said Inspec- 
tor Martin Ottaway, 
who spoke at a press 


conference announc- 
ing the arrests on Jan. 
30. “This has been a 
tragedy for the family 
and friends, and they 
miss him terribly.” 

The intended target 
of the shooting, 24 
year-old Travon Ed- 
wards-Bryan, was in- 
volved in an 
altercation with sev- 
eral individuals earlier 
on Nov. 10, 2018, 
three days before 
Ramkishun was shot. 

The Nov. 10 alterca- 
tion ended with Ed- 
wards-Bryan wielding 
a firearm and firing 
several rounds at a 
male victim, who es- 
caped in a 2013 Honda 
Accord sedan. Ed- 
wards-Bryan was ar- 
rested and charged 
one month later with 
attempted murder in 
connection with the 
incident. 

Ottaway said during 
the press conference 
that Ramkishun, who 
was driving the same 
type of vehicle as the 
victim of the Nov. 10 
incident, was shot and 
killed by 25 year-old 
Adrian Williams, of no 
known address. 


Williams’ arrest was 
one of 15 conducted by 
Peel Police late last 
month, which also net- 
ted an large number of 
firearms. One of the 
weapons, a 45 calibre 
Taurus handgun, has 
been identified as the 
weapon that killed 
Ramkishun, said Ott- 
away. 

The three aforemen- 
tioned suspects ap- 
peared in Brampton 
court to answer to the 
charges on Jan. 29. 


Additional suspects, 


including 26 year-old 
Shivon Graant, of Mil- 
ton, who was charged 
with two counts of 
possession with intent 
to traffic, will attend 
court at a later date to 
answer to the charges. 
In total, the 15 sus- 
pects arrested face a 
collective 115 charges 
related to firrearms, 
said Ottaway. 

While Ramkishun’s 
family were not pres- 
ent at the press confer- 
ence, they conveyed 
their appreciation to 
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Peel Police Inspector Marti) Ottaway (centre) 
announces arrests in ¢annection with the 
fatat shooting of Jason ‘Ramkishun on Nov. 
10,2018, during a press conference held at 
Peel Police headquarters onJa Jar: “31, 2020. 
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“This doesn’t bring 
closure to the family,” 
said Ottaway, who in- 
dicated that the family 
are still dealing with a 
difficult loss. “They are 
still going to be facing 
a long road ahead of 
them.” 

One suspect, 25 
year-old Jarrett 
Phillips, of no fixed ad- 
dress, is also being 
sought in connection 
to the usage of one of 
the firearms obtained 


by police last month, 
as well as in connec- 
tion to several firearm 
offences. Despite that, 
he is not connected to 
the Ramkishun shoot- 
ing or earlier incident 
on Nov. 10, 2018. 

“No matter what the 
act of violence is that 
impacts individuals in 
our community, we 
will relentlessly pursue 
those responsible,” 
said Peel Police Chief 
Nishan Duraiappah. 
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What should be done about guns and 
violence in our community? 


=<'8 Peter Whitaker 
Publisher 
W 


Hats off to Toronto Mayor 
John Tory for hosting other 
GTA Mayors to discuss the 
pressing issue of guns gang 
violence last week. While 
every word spoken by those 
Mayors should carry a lot of 
weight, just how far will the 
words go? 

I'm positive I don’t just 
speak for myself with the fol- 
lowing statements I’m about 
to make, but I feel they need 
to be said. 

The communities and po- 
lice should have a plan in 
place to start to deal with 
this aggressively NOW. If 
they need ideas, here they 
are! 

As we have seen in both 
Brampton and Mississauga, 
crime knows no designated 
areas. We have seen shoot- 
ings and murders in most 
Wards throughout the re- 
gion, and no one is immune. 

But there is an underlining 
element to each event - the 
perpetrators all came from 
certain sectors of the com- 
munity. There is little doubt 
in this statement - and if you 
need proof, read through the 
murders committed in Peel 
over the last year and who 
the perpetrators were. 


Now what? My immediate 
recommendations are to do 
three things. 

The first is easily the most 
controversial and will likely 
cause pushback - bring back 
carding. 

This is a method that was 
abandoned several years 
ago, but has been noted by 
several Police Chiefs to have 
been a mistake to stop. 

While racial sensitivity 
should be considered in all 
police-related matters these 
days, I believe it would make 
a difference if officers who 
either lived in or were sensi- 
tive to the needs of each 
community were placed in 
such positions, and I believe 
it would make an impact on 
stopping local crime before 
it starts. 

The second is to place 
community police trailers 
into those affected areas 
along with CCTV cameras. 

Brampton has already 
taken steps towards this 
with requests to provide 
funding for CCTV cameras 
on major highways in the 
city, as well as deploying an 
automated speed limit pro- 
gram at designated sites 
throughout the city. 

Installing CCTV cameras 
would act as both a goodwill 
gesture and a deterrent to 
certain persons in the area. 
Yes, the criminals. 


As for the people commit- 
ting the crimes, we know we 
have to get to work. As noted 
by Tory, the average age of 
individuals committing 
crimes is getting younger. 

One of the factors here is 
gangs. As much as we want 
to close our eyes to this, it is 
a fact. If you place a visible 
community trailer with a po- 
lice logo on it into the com- 
munities and begin to reach 
out to the very kids we are 
worried about, we could goa 
long way to preventing fu- 
ture criminal activities. 

The CCTV camera idea will 
go a long way in each area to 
deter certain activities, and 
these should be monitored 
day and night. If trouble de- 


velops, police should be at 
the ready to act to deal with 
each issue. 

Our levels of government 
here in Peel are all very ca- 
pable of running our day to 
day lives and they do a great 
job. No one is saying it is 
anyone’s fault. We just live 
in very different times than 
our parents. 

Sometimes, with the con- 
stant restraint of budgeting 
funds to do the things each 
community want to do, 
maybe it’s time to unlock the 
funding that you all have sit- 
ting there in reserve for a 
rainy day. 

Well, folks, it’s raining cats 
and dogs! 


Pre-apprenticeship programs get provincial boost 


Continued from Pg 1 


The announcement came 
as welcome news_ to 
Sarkaria, who said he had 
repeatedly heard the need 
from small businesses that 
skilled tradespeople are 
needed. "The skilled trades 
continue to be in high de- 
mand and a great career 
choice in Brampton and 
throughout Ontario... we're 
preparing our young peo- 
ple for the jobs of tomor- 
row, today." 

Brampton's funding is 
only a piece of the total in- 
vestment of $20.8 million 
by the province, which is 
being invested at various 
post-secondary __ institu- 
tions. In a statement, the 
province it is also looking 
to increase annual spend- 
ing by $2.5 million per 
year, along with a new mar- 
keting campaign that aims 
to sell skilled trade jobs and 
education, via television 
and theatre ads. An addi- 
tional 200 placements in 
the program are expected 


through the $2.5 million 
spending increase. 

"In Brampton and 
throughout the province, 
there are thousands of jobs 
that go unfilled each day," 
said labour minister Monte 
McNaughton, who was on- 
hand to welcome the an- 
nouncement. "Those are 
paycheques waiting to be 
collected. But the workers 
aren't there. Our mission is 
to bridge that skills gap in 
Brampton and_ beyond. 
(This) announcement at 
Sheridan, training two in- 
demand trades like ma- 
chinist and millwright, is 
the next step." 

Later, Romano said that 
81 per cent of apprentice- 
ship training and skilled 
trades education is com- 
pleted in the classroom, 
and that colleges play an 
important role in setting up 
students for a career in the 
skilled trades. 

Participants in the an- 
nouncement also spoke 
about their journey and the 
skilled trades programs 


—o- 


that helped them along the 
way. One, Carly Myers, a 
professor at Sheridan, said 
her passion for skilled 
trades led to a career as a 
welder and eventual work 
teaching skilled trades 
courses. 

"It wasn’t until after at- 
tending university and 
holding various jobs that I 


began exploring my op- 
tions in the skilled trades - 
I discovered welding and it 
turned my life around," 
said Myers. 

The pre-apprenticeship 
programs are free and last 
up to a year, combining 
classroom work with on- 
the-job training lasting 
eight-to-twelve weeks. 


Am» 
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No more “Made in China”? Labels being 
changed amid coronavirus fears 


Surjit Singh 
Flora 


Supply restrictions 
and a lack of commu- 
nication are stoking 
fears that Chinese 
manufacturers have 
stopped using "Made 
in China" labels for 
their products, due to 
a perceived connec- 
tion between the 
quality of their goods 
and the coronavirus. 

As many across the 
world have discov- 
ered, a coronavirus 
outbreak in Wuhan, 
Hubei, China was re- 
vealed on Dec. 8, 
2019, 

Nearly 500 people 


has now died from 
the mysterious new 
coronavirus, as of 
Feb. 6, 2020. The 
number of confirmed 
cases worldwide in- 
creased to more than 
24,000 cases of the 
mysterious illness by 
Feb. 6, according to 
Chinese officials and 
the World Health Or- 
anization, with all 
ut 68 of the infec- 
tions taking place in 
mainland China. 
With all the food 
and grocery, pet 
products now com- 
ing from China, it is 
best to make sure 
you read the label at 
the supermarket and 
especially when buy- 
ing food products. 
Many products no 
longer show where 
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they were made, only 
giving where the dis- 
tributor is located. 
The whole world is 


concerned about 
China-made "black- 
hearted goods." 


It’s impacting local 
retail, too. The Retail 
Council of Canada is- 
sued a statement to 
the closure of some 
factories in China 
and its effect on 
Canadian retail 
goods sourced from 
there. 

"The extended clo- 
sure of factories, be- 
yond Chinese New 
Year, will have a 
minor impact in the 
months to come," the 
Council said in a 
statement. 

Global stock mar- 
kets swooned last 


week over worries 
about the spread of 
China's deadly coro- 
navirus, underscor- 
ing how investors are 
still trying to figure 
out just how much 
impact the outbreak 
will actually have on 
the global economy. 
Before the outbreak 
of the virus, investors 
were feeling pretty 
bullish. With a mini 
U.S.-China trade deal 
in hand, a new North 
American Free Trade 
Agreement through 
Congress, and the 
worst of trade ten- 
sions seemingly in 
the rearview mirror, 
markets were happy 
to shrug off concerns 
about a worldwide 
manufacturing and 
investment down- 
turn, record-high 
corporate debt, and 
growing doubts 
about the future of 
trade deals between 
the European Union 
and the United 
States, on one hand, 
and the United King- 
dom, on the other. 
But do these mar- 
ket jitters hint that 
the _ still-spreading 
outbreak in China 


# could be the black 


swan that brings the 
hoped-for global eco- 
nomic recovery to a 
screeching halt? 
Prior outbreaks of 
disease, whether 
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We are your local food bank 
and outreach centre. Last year 
we distributed over 440,000 Ibs. 
of food to 900+ local families 
who needed help. 


How you can make a difference: 
* Donate food or funds 
* Volunteer 

* Host a food drive 

* Follow us on social media 


SARS in 2003, Mid- 
dle East respiratory 
syndrome in 2012 
and 2015, or Ebola, 
all gut-punched eq- 
uity markets for a 
short time, before 
fading away as a 
cause of economic 


uncertainty. 
But there are a few 
reasons why _ this 


year's outbreak in 
China could be dif- 
ferent. 

"Fears over the 
virus are pushing at 
an open door" when 
it comes to jittery 
markets. 

A big market cor- 
rection would se- 
verely impact global 
growth this year, the 
International Mone- 
tary Fund and rating 
agencies have 
warned. 

Many companies 
already burdened 
with a record level of 
high-yield debt 
would be even more 
exposed after a mar- 
ket downturn, creat- 
ing the possibility of 
a wave of defaults 
that could further 
undermine — confi- 
dence. 

Because of the fear 
of losing customers 
and business, many 
markets start remov- 
ing Chinese products 
from the shelves and 
relabeling them with 
store brand names. 


So, a needs 
to be careful: Can you 
differentiate which 
one is made in Tai- 
wan or China? The 
world is also con- 
cerned about GMO 
(Genetically Modi- 
fied Organism) 
foods, such as steroid 
fed animals (ex. 45 
day-old broiler 
chicken). 

It is important to 
read the bar code to 
track its origin. 

If the first three 
digits of the bar code 
are 690, 691 or 692, 
the product is “Made 
in China.” 

471 is “Made in Tai- 
wan. 

If the first three 
digits of the bar code 
are 00-09, then it's 
made or sourced in 
the USA. 

This is our right to 
know, but the gov- 
ernment and related 
departments never 
educate the public; 
therefore, we have to 
rescue ourselves. 

Nowadays, it seems 
that Chinese busi- 
nessmen are coming 
to the conclusion that 
consumers do not 
prefer products 
"Made in China," so 
they don't show from 
which country it is 
made. However, you 
may now refer to the 
barcode to find out 
for yourself. 


www.thecompass.ca 
fy CompassFoodBank 
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PEEL UNITED CULTURAL PARTNERS 
19" Annual Black History Month Concert 


!'CELEBRATE BLACK HISTORY!! 


Believe 


Saturday February 15, 2020 
3:00pm-8:30pm 
Century Gardens Recreation Centre 


340 Vodden Street E, Brampton, ON 


Admission: $10.00 - 2 & under Free 


HERITAGE SINGERS CANADA 
$15.00 at the door 


Featuring performances by: The Heritage Singers 
Liberty Silver, Nicole Chambers 
Drumming, Spoken Word, and more 
Emcee: Luther Brown, Retired Principal & EduConsultant 


Guest Speaker: Dr. Carl James, Professor — York University 


For tickets: Patricia - 905-789-1551 / 416 577-7787 
Lucinda - 905-796-1916 / 905-459-1942 


VENDORS ON SITE!! 


Peel United Cultural Partners is a collaboration of the Congress of Black Women, Brampton Chapter and the United Achievers’ Club 
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Suspects arrested in connection 
with fatal stabbing 


by Alex Gregory 

A 24 year-old man 
is the region after 
being fatally stabbed 
earlier this month. 

Investigators from 
Peel Police’s Homi- 
cide and Missing 
Persons Bureau 
made the announce- 
ment on Feb. 7 after 
responding to a sus- 
picious circum- 
stances report in the 
Sebastian Drive and 
Aquinas Avenue area 
around 2:20 a.m. on 
Feb. 4. 

Upon arriving at 
the scene, the victim, 
24 year-old Christo- 
pher Birrell, of no 
fixed address, was 
found with several 
stab wounds, and 


was later __ pro- 
nounced dead at the 
scene. 

According to a sub- 
sequent investiga- 
tion, authorities 
learned that two men 
were seen walking 
along Sebastian 
Drive before getting 
into an altercation 
with each other. 

Birrell fell to the 
ground, while the 
suspect fled the 
scene on foot. 

On Feb. 5, Peel Po- 
lice revealed that 21 
year-old Shayan 
Syed, of Mississauga, 
was charged with 
second-degree mur- 
der, while 20 year- 
old, also of 


Mississauga, was 
charged with acces- 
sory to murder after 
the fact. Both ap- 
peared in Brampton 
court for a hearing. 

The case is the re- 
gion’s second homi- 
cide case of the year, 
following that of 28 
year-old Heeral 
Patel, who was found 
dead near the 
Brampton-Etobicoke 
border on Jan. 17. 

Heeral’s 36-year- 
old ex-husband, 
Rakeshbhai Patel, 
was later arrested 
and charged with 
first-degree murder 
after an investigation 
and subsequent pub- 
lic awareness. 
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First automated speed enforcement sign 


Members of Brampton council 
and local residents were on-hand to 
welcome the city’s first Automated 
Speed Enforcement (ASE) sign on 
Feb. 5 - the first of several signs 
planned to make local neighbour- 


hoods safer. 


The sign, placed near Robert H. 
Lagerquist Senior Public School in 
the Kennedy Road and Sandalwood 
Parkway East area, aims to curb 
speeding in residential and school 
areas where public concern is ele- 


vated. 


The new sign, which precedes the 
installation of a new traffic camera 


nveiled in Br. 


ampton 


“ a 
in the area, 


Brown. 


said Mayor Patric 


“You're going to get a ticket, and it 
changes (your) behaviour,” Brown 
told reporters prior to the unveiling. 
“We're putting these in school zones 


across the City of Brampton and we 


really believe this is going to change 
behaviour.” 

The camera will take 
speeding cars automatically, before 
being reviewed by an officer. Pho- 
tographed vehicles caught speeding 


hotos of 


will have a ticket issued to the 


on Richdale Drive North, will help 


make drivers think twice about en- 
dangering students and pedestrians 


ton) 


owner, regardless of whether they 
were operating the vehicle. 


(Photo Courtesy of City of Bramp- 


Enjoying the new format? Look for more news, business, sports and lifestyle coverage of this week's issue, 
including additional pages, online at www.peelweeklynews.com! Thank you for your support! 


Anti-racism report notes 


by Alex Gregory 


Students in schools 
throughout Peel Re- 
gion have dealt with 
“a profound lack of 
respect in relation- 
ships, demonstrated 
by stories of margin- 
alization, discrimina- 
tion, differential 
behavior, and harass- 
ment,” according to 
an interim report re- 
leased by the 
province earlier this 
week. 

The interim report, 
released Tuesday, 
gives an overview of 
concerns raised re- 
garding anti-Black 
racism in the Peel 
District School Board 
(PDSB), raised in re- 
sponse to a request 
from the board in 
November for the 
province to interview 
students, teachers 
and parents and 
share their findings.. 

Among other con- 
cerns such as differ- 
ential behaviour, 


harassment and 
other forms of in- 
equity, the report 
mentions that there 
are “systematic and 
historical disparities 
between and across 
racial, ethnic and cul- 
tural groups.” 

Members of the 
community and gov- 
ernment stakehold- 
ers previously spoke 
out about the method 
being used to gener- 
ate the report last 
year, requesting an 
independent Black 
reviewer who could 
give a voice to the 
specific ways racism 
affects Black  stu- 
dents. 

Athird reviewer, 
Canadian  Associa- 
tion of Black Lawyers 
past president Shawn 
Richard, will work 
alongside Suzanne 
Herbert and Ena 
Chadha and Suzanne 
Herbert as they con- 
tinue community 


consultations. 

The interim report 
notes that more than 
350 requests have 
been made for inter- 
views and submis- 
sions, but the 
reviewers “will not be 
able meet with every- 
one who has ex- 
pressed interest” due 
to the urgency ex- 
pected by the com- 
munity. 

According to the re- 
port, the responses 
given by interested 
parties has indicated 
“sentiments (relat- 
ing) to leadership, 
governance, human 
resources, anti-Black 
racism, Islamopho- 
bia and other forms 
of inequities put for- 
ward by students, 
parents, educators, 
staff, senior adminis- 
trators, elected offi- 
cials and community 
members who we 
have met with thus 
far.” 


“lack of respect” in PDSB 


PDSB chair Brad 
MacDonald said that 
the board is commit- 
ted to working with 
the Ministry of Edu- 
cation, and that the 
perspectives of stu- 
dents, staff and 
teachers are impor- 
tant to help eliminate 
anti-Black racism. 

“We know _ that 
there is much work 
to do to build, repair 
and restore trust with 
the communities we 
serve. This process 
will help us become 
more transparent, re- 
sponsive and ac- 
countable, and assist 
us in upholding the 
principles of equity, 
inclusion and human 
rights that our com- 
munities have every 
right to demand from 
us,” said MacDonald. 

“We look forward 
to the reviewers' final 
report and recom- 
mendations, and are 
committed to taking 


—o- 


immediate action to 
ensure that all Peel 
board learning and 
working _—environ- 
ments are places 
where everyone feels 
included, safe and re- 
spected.” 

NDP Anti-Racism, 
Citizenship and Im- 
migration critic 
Laura Mae _ Lindo 
said Monday that the 
province “isn’t seri- 
ous about addressing 
anti-Black racism”, 
indicating that 
“meaningfully —_ad- 
dressing anti-Black 
racism is the reason 
for this inquiry and 
that pushing these 
important concerns 
to future consulta- 
tions ‘under a re- 
newed mandate’ is 
unacceptable.” 

Education Minister 
Stephen Lecce said 
Tuesday that the 
province is commit- 
ted to fighting racism 
in Peel and through- 


out the province, and 
that the government 
is listening to Black 
and racialized fami- 
lies. 

“I believe students 
and families deserve 
better,” said Lecce, 
who previously met 
with students and 
parents in Peel to 
hear their experi- 
ences and the chal- 
lenges they face. 

“It is my hope that 
the final report will 
build momentum for 
the transformational 
change __ racialized 
families are seeking, 
after a period of inac- 
tion... I will continue 
to empower students 
- notably from racial- 
ized communities - to 
be a part of the solu- 
tion, to have a voice, 
and to work collabo- 
ratively to eliminate 
obstacles to aca- 
demic success and 
well-being." 
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Mississauga man nabbed Elementary school strikes continue in Peel 
for human trafficking 


A joint investigation 
by multiple units 
within Peel Police has 
led to the arrest of a 
man who was _ in- 
volved in human traf- 
ficking. 

The force reported 
on Feb. 6 that 36 
year-old Francis An- 
toine, of Mississauga, 
was arrested and sen- 
tenced to eight years 
in jail in connection 
with the trafficking of 
a 19 year-old victim. 

The investigation, 
led by members of 
Peel’s Vice, Narcotics 
and Street Level Or- 
ganized Crime Unit, 
discovered that An- 
toine had lured the 
victim, who previ- 
ously resided in Ot- 
tawa, to work in the 
sex trade. 

Over the course of 
two weeks, the victim 
was exploited multi- 
ple times at hotels lo- 
cated between 
Mississauga and Ot- 
tawa. 

Investigators later 
discovered that a sep- 
arate victim, a 20 
year-old female from 
Sudbury was brought 
to Mississauga and 
trafficked in the same 
way over a period of 
five months, at vari- 
ous condos and hotels 
in the area between 
Mississauga and Ot- 
tawa. 

Antoine was later 
arrested and charged 


with numerous 
charges relating to 
human trafficking in 
Mar. 2017, and was 
later found guilty of 
two counts of human 
trafficking, two 
counts of exercising 
control over a victim 
and receiving a mate- 
rial benefit from 
human trafficking. 

Antoine was later 
sentenced to eight 
years in jail for his ac- 
tions during a sen- 
tencing hearing on 
Jan. 31. 

In a statement, Peel 
Police said that 
human trafficking is a 
complex crime that 
can cause long-term 
trauma for victims. 

“Human traffickers 
prey on the most vul- 
nerable people in our 
society and use differ- 
ent tactics to control, 
abuse, exploit and 
profit from them... 
(Peel Police) is com- 
mitted to identifying 
and aiding victims of 
human trafficking as 
well as identifying, ar- 
resting and prosecut- 
ing those responsible 
for exploiting these 
victims.” 

Residents with ad- 
ditional information 
Teg potential 
cases of human traf- 
ficking are asked to 
call Peel Police at 
(905) 453-2121, ext. 
3555: 


by Alex Gregory 

Elementary school 
teachers throughout 
Peel are continuing to 
make their voices 
heard in the ongoing 
strike against the 
province, with addi- 
tional dates planned 
for next week. 

Peel schools will be 
closed on Feb. 6, 11 
and 13, in a series of 
one day _ strikes 
helmed by the Ele- 
mentary Teachers’ 
Foundation. 

The region is one of 
several throughout 
the province taking 
part in the strikes, 
which included 
protests outside Peel, 
Waterloo, Kawartha 
and Hamilton-Went- 
worth areas on Jan. 


31. 

Last week, the 
Foundation said the 
protests were being 
conducted due to a 
lack of progress at the 
bargaining table. 

“Ask any ETFO ed- 
ucator and they will 
tell you that lack of 
supports for children 
with special needs, 
large class sizes and 
the violent incidents 
occurring in class- 
rooms due to lack of 
supports for students 
with unique learning 
needs are the reasons 
they are willing to go 
on strike,” ETFO 
spokesperson Sam 
Hammond said on 


Jan. 26, as the strike 
was announced. 

In a release, the 
ETFO said that it had 
been several weeks 
since both the foun- 
dation aand_ the 
province had = sat 
down at the bargain- 
ing table, and action 
was needed. 

All elementary 
schools in Peel will be 
closed to kinder- 
garten to grade 8 stu- 
dents on Feb. 6, 11 
and 13, while full-day 
child care (infant, 
toddler and _pre- 


enue ene will 
be unaffected 

EarlyON programs 
hosted in elementary 
schools will also be 
closed for the day. 

In a_ statement 
made on Feb. 6, the 
Peel District School 
Board said that they 
will be monitoring 
the strike situation 
and providing further 
updates as necessary. 

“We ask for your 
ongoing patience and 
understanding dur- 
ing this legal job ac- 
tion,” the board 


‘AIR 
KAL FOR 


MENTARY « 
EACHERS 


st 
ee 
cs 


wrote. “Staff remain 
committed to the suc- 
cess and well-being of 
your child(ren)... we 
hope for a swift reso- 
lution to the educa- 
tion challenges we 
are currently facing 
in Ontario.” 


More than 83,000 
elementary teachers 
and education pro- 
fessionals are repre- 
sented by the ETFO. 

Watch Peel Weekly 
News for additional 
updates related to 
this story. 


ELEMENTARY 


TEACHERS 


Ga 


alp 


Self Storage 
The Smortor Way to Store! 


Thomas Harley¢. 
Bobblehead Game! 


} FED I] VS 


2:U0PM 


FAMILY PACK GAME 
RED LEVEL TICKETS 


DRINKS 
POPCORN 
PROGRAMS 


Post-game skate and autograph signing 
with your favourite Steelheads players! 


WWW. MISSISSAUGASTEELHEADS.COM 


iy 


(903) 002-7766 


PDN February 7, 2020_Layout 1 06/02/2020 3:56 AM Page 9 


Feb. 7, 2020 | PEEL WEEKLY NEWS | NEWS 9 


Pair of overnight shootings rock ‘Targeted shooting suspected 
Mississauga neighbourhood © eeUeie 


Two too many. 

Residents were awakened by the 
sounds of gunfire last week when 
a pair of shootings rocked the 
Acorn Place area, nearly 24 hours 
apart. 

A pair of individuals visiting the 
area, located near the intersection 
of Eglinton Avenue East and 
Hurontario Street, were sitting in 
a car around 1:10 a.m. on Jan. 29 
when an unidentified number of 
suspects approached their vehicle 
and opened fire. 

While several rounds pierced the 
occupant’s rear driver’s side win- 
dow, the rest went into a first-floor 
apartment in an adjacent vehicle. 
Neither of the victims were injured 
during the incident, and no one 
was present in the apartment at 
the time of the shooting. 

In astatement after the incident, 
investigators from Peel Police said 
that they conducted a search of the 
area but did not find any of the 


a Fad 


An 
Nam & 2pm 


ALL ARE WELCOME!! 


suspects, and said the indicent ap- 
peared to be a targeted shooting. 

The following morning, around 1 
a.m. on Jan. 30, investigators were 
called once again after reports of 
gunshots being fired. 

When they arrived at the scene, 
also within Acorn Place, they lo- 
cated two victims hiding in a 
nearby grassy area, who said they 
had been pursued by two male 
suspects in a dark-coloured Honda 
co who shot at them as they 

ed. 

Investigators later found shell 
casings on a nearby road. Neither 
of the victims were injured as a re- 
sult of the incident. 

According to a statement by Peel 
Police released to the media after- 
wards, the second shooting was 
unrelated. 

Residents who have any addi- 
tional information regarding the 
case are asked to call Peel Police at 


(905) 453-3311. 


ime between 


in Bolton 


An apparent shooting in the 
Bolton area has led Caledon 
OPP to claim that the incident 
was targeted. 

The police force made the an- 
nouncement on Monday after 
the incident, which occurred on 
around 5:30 p.m. on Feb. 2 in 
the Deer Hollow Court area. 

According to Caledon OPP, 
several shots were fired into the 
home. Though there were occu- 
pants inside, no one was injured 
as a result of the incident. 

Witnesses are being sought in 
connection with the incident, 
and authorities are asking resi- 


dents to review their security 
cameras for any information 
suspicious individuals or vehi- 
cles from 5 - 6 p.m. on Feb. 2. 

The Feb. 2 incident is not the 
first time a targeted shooting 
was reported by police. Last Au- 
gust, authorities reported that 
several shots had been fired into 
a house located in the Coleraine 
and Harvest Moon Drive area, 
and later claimed it to be a tar- 
geted event. 

Residents with information on 
the Feb. 2 shooting are asked to 
call Caledon OPP at 1-888-310- 
1122. 


Please let us know if you plan to attend 
info@pcyc.net or 905-278-7911 ext 224 


Surjit Singh 
Flora 


The coronavirus situ- 
ation continues to un- 
fold in China, causing 
fears abroad as to its 
lethality and spread 
across the world 

As of Feb. 6, new 
cases have surged over 
the last two weeks, with 
490 deaths confirmed 
in China. Close to 
25,000 others have 
been contaminated 
worldwide, — together 
with at least five tested 
instances in the United 
States, three in Canada 
and more around the 
world. 

The World Health Or- 
ganization (WHO) has 
declared an emergency 
in China, although it 
has now not yet an- 
nounced an_ interna- 
tional public health 
emergency. 

It typically takes more 
than one week to 
strengthen a medicinal 
drug for the new virus. 
While humans with 
strong immune systems 
are expected to be able 
to fight off the virus, it 
can also be fatal for peo- 
ple with a susceptible 
immune system. 

Therefore, you will 
see that the majority of 
people in these 13 cities 
will get better - likely 
with proper medication. 
However, the situation 
in China being ex- 
tremely unclear at the 


TOWN OF CALEDON 
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moment due to varying 
government _ statistics 
and reports, we may not 
accurately know what is 
happening in those 13 
cities. 

Furthermore, there is 
some serious trouble in 
China's water cycle due 
to the fact that hen flu, 
swine flu, and now the 
coronavirus all began in 
the country, consequent 
upon human water in- 
teractions. 

Because these infec- 
tions already exist in 
animals, they can grow 
to be communicable 
when a human interacts 
with nearby bodies of 
water. 

Asimple way of un- 
derstanding the coron- 
avirus (and other 
viruses like it) is that it 
is akin to a flu - and like 
any flu, there will be no 
cure. People with good 
health will recover 
faster, and a tiny share 
of terrible health suffer- 
ers may also lose their 
lives in a similar fashion 
to any flu. 

Scientists are trying to 
wholly recognize the 
negative potential of the 
strain, which has been 
labeled 2019-nCoV. 

Investigators and re- 
searchers are working 
to determine the place it 
originated, how it is 
transmitted, and how a 
it has spread through- 
out the populace. 

Chinese authorities 
have suggested that 
human-to-human 
transmission is possi- 
ble. 

Authorities are taking 
steps to guard against 


—e— 
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the unfolding nature of 
2019-nCoV. Last week, 
a WHO committee de- 
cided it was too early to 
declare a public health 
emergency on an inter- 
national level, while at 
the same time, Hong 
Kong declared a city- 
wide emergency. 

China has indicated 
that it would clamp 
down on trips for some 
of its citizens heading 
abroad, which include 
suspending tour opera- 
tions and quickly halt- 
ing the sale of flight and 
lodge packages. 

The question remains 
- what is a coronavirus? 

Coronaviruses belong 
to a household known 
as Coronaviridae, and 
under an electron mi- 
croscope, they appear 
like spiked rings. 

They're named for 
these spikes, which 
structure a halo spheri- 
cal their viral envelope. 

Coronaviruses incor- 
porate a strand of RNA 
in their envelope and 
can't reproduce except 
getting interior residing 
cells and hijacking their 
machinery. 

The spikes on the viral 
envelope assist them in 
binding to cells, which 
gives them room to way 
in. A good analogy 
would it destroying a 
door with C4. 

Once inside, they flip 
the cellular telephone 
into a virus factory, the 
use of its molecular con- 
veyor belt to produce 
extra viruses, which are 
then shipped out. The 
virus progeny infects 
extraordinary cells, and 


BOLTON LINE 
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Know when the bus arrives. 
To download the app, visit: 
caledon.ca/transit 
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the cycle begins anew. 

Typically, these sorts 
of viruses are observed 
in animals ranging from 
farm animals to house- 
hold pets to wildlife, 
such as bats. When they 
make the jump to hu- 
mans, they can cause 
fever, respiratory illness 
and inflammation in 
the lungs, among other 
symptoms. 

Extremely pathogenic 
coronaviruses have 
been in the case of 
SARS and MERS, and 
displayed transmission 
characteristics from 
human to human. 
SARS, which showed up 
in the early 2000s, in- 
fected more than 8,000 
human beings and re- 
sulted in almost 800 
deaths. MERS, which 
appeared in the early 
2010s, contaminated 
nearly 2,500 human be- 
ings and caused 850 
deaths. 

Where did the virus 
come from? 


The coronavirus 
seems to have origi- 
nated in the Huanan 


Seafood Wholesale 
Market in Wuhan, a 
Chinese —_ metropolis 


about 650 miles south 
of Beijing that has a 
population of more 
than eleven million peo- 
ple. 

The market sells fish, 
as well as a selection of 
meat from other ani- 
mals, including bats 
and snakes. The Wuhan 
market was once shut 
down at the beginning 
of the year. 

China’s markets have 
been implicated in the 
origin and unfolding of 
viral ailments in previ- 
ous epidemics, and a 
huge majority of infec- 
tions in humans, so au- 
thorities have been 
investigating the Hua- 
nan Seafood market in 
recent weeks. 

The market appears 
to be a vital piece of the 
puzzle, but researchers 


\ 


will need to conduct ad- 
ditional experiments 
and tests to verify the 
virus’ origin. 

Last week, a file in the 
Journal of Medical Vi- 
rology through a group 
of Chinese researchers 
recommended snakes 
maybe be the most ap- 
parent animal trans- 
mission vector for 
2019-nCoV. 

The work examined 
the genetic code of the 
virus and compared it 
with that of two sorts of 
snakes, the many- 
banded krait and the 
Chinese cobra. The re- 
search indicated that 
the snakes' genetic code 
displayed a high level of 
similarity with the 
virus. 

Shortly after, two 
preprint research pa- 
pers refuted these 
claims, suggesting 
2019-nCoV _ probably 
originated in bats. 
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Local IP lawyer promoted to federal court 


by Alex Gregory 


A Mississauga-based 
lawyer with ties to one 
of the  province’s 
biggest law firms has 
been tapped for a pres- 
tigious position within 
federal court, Canada’s 
attorney general re- 
vealed earlier this 
week. 

Borden Ladner Ger- 
vais LLP intellectual 
property (IP) lawyer 
Christine Pallotta will 
take on the role of fed- 
eral court judge, replac- 
ing Justice J.W. 
O’Reilly, who took an- 
other role within the 
system last year. 

Federal Attorney 
General David Lametti 
made the announce- 
ment Monday morn- 
ing, citing Pallotta’s 
work as an IP lawyer, 
educational back- 
ground and promotion 
of equity and diversity 
as factors behind the 
decision to promote 
her to the prestigious 
role. 

“This process empha- 
sizes __ transparency, 
merit, and diversity, 
and will continue to en- 


sure the appointment 
of jurists who meet the 
highest standards of 
excellence and_ in- 
tegrity,” Lametti said 
Monday, speaking 
about the hiring proto- 
col regarding Pallotta’s 
appointment. 

The announcement 
comes as the Superior 
Court system is making 
a concentrated to hire 
additional judges from 
a variety of back- 
grounds. 

According to a back- 
grounder distributed 
by the Attorney Gen- 
eral’s Office, more than 
300 judges have been 
appointed since Nov. 
2015, with more than 
half of the appointees 
being women, reflect- 
ing a greater range of 
visible minorities and 
identities. 

Pallotta, who was 
raised in Mississauga 
and currently lives in 
the city with her family, 
previously served as an 
IP lawyer and national 
leader of the IP litiga- 
tion focus group at Bor- 
den Ladner Gervais 


(BLG). Her area of ex- 
pertise at BLG has fo- 
cused on intellectual 
property law and litiga- 
tion, including trade- 
mark, patent, 
copyright, and confi- 
dential information 
cases. 

She has also written 
and presented on vari- 
ous topics in intellec- 
tual property law and 
has been actively in- 
volved in Canadian and 
international IP organ- 
izations, including the 
Intellectual Property 
Institute of Canada. 

Pallotta has also been 
actively involved in the 
Harold G. Fox Intellec- 
tual Property Moot 
since 2009, its inaugu- 
ral year. 

At IPIC, she co- 
founded the Women in 
IP Networking Group, 
with a mission to pro- 
vide career support and 
business development 
opportunities for 
women in IP, as well as 
to promote equality 
and diversity within the 
profession. 

Pallotta has a science 


background, having 
completed a B.Sc.H. 
(Biology) at Queen's 
University prior to law 
school. She has also 
been recognized by sev- 
eral legal publications 
as a leading intellectual 
property lawyer in 
Canada. 

In a release, the At- 
torney General’s Office 
said that the 2018 
budget provided fund- 
ing for a further seven 
judicial positions in 
Saskatchewan and On- 
tario, at a cost of $17.1 
million over five years. 

Federal judicial ap- 
pointments are made 
by the Governor Gen- 
eral, acting on the ad- 
vice of the federal 
Cabinet and recom- 
mendations from the 
Minister of Justice. 

The Judicial Advisory 
Committees across 
Canada play a key role 
in evaluating judicial 
applications. 

Currently, there are 
17 Judicial Advisory 
Committees, with each 
province and territory 
represented. 


= 


Christine Pallotta (Photo 
Courtesy of BLG) 


Caledon declares “climate emergency’ as interest heats up 


The heat is on. 

Caledon is the latest 
municipality to de- 
clare a “climate emer- 
gency’, as cities and 
towns across’ the 
world are increasing 
their voices about its 
impacts on the world 
and towards its resi- 
dents. 

The declaration was 
made last week at the 
Town’s regular coun- 
cil meeting, with 
councillors unani- 
mously declaring to 
approve the motion, 


which includes a staff 
request to study and 
bring back informa- 
tion on what will be 
required to keep the 
community at large 
ap to date and — 
global warming levels 
at 1.5 degrees Celsius, 
as well as banning 
single-use plastics in 
corporate facilities. 
The Town’s history 
of environmental 
stewardship needs to 
built on so that the 
Town is ready for 
major weather events 


that can negatively 
impact residents, said 
Caledon Mayor Allan 
Thompson. 

“We ve experienced 
our own share of cli- 
mate impacts here in 
Caledon including se- 
vere flooding, ice 
storms, and dry sum- 
mers that really affect 
our residents, busi- 
nesses, and agricul- 
ture sector,” said 
Thompson. “We need 
to both prepare for 
these climate impacts, 
and significantly 


lower our greenhouse 
gas emissions, and we 
need to do it fast.” 
Earlier this year, the 
Town saw flooding 
that impacted homes 
within the Alderwood 
community and sur- 
rounding area, while 
increased water levels 
due to a jammed sec- 
tion of the Humber 
River led to the evac- 


uation of homes 
within and _ near 
Bolton. 


The motion recog- 
nized the science be- 


PWN File Photo 


hind climate change 
and the many impacts 
that are already being 
felt across Canada 
and in Caledon, said 
Thompson. 

Local non-profit 
group ecoCaledon in- 
spired the motion, 
after they presented 
scenarios to council- 
lors that highlighted 
the impact of climate 
change and_ asked 
them to declare an 
emergency. 

“By declaring a Cli- 
mate Emergency, 
Council has shown 
they are committed to 
being an environmen- 
tal leader,” said John 
MacRae, Co-Chair of 
ecoCaledon (ecocale- 
don.org). “The Town 
will be engaging the 
Caledon community 
to work together to 
reduce greenhouse 
gas emissions and 
protect the future for 
our children and 
grandchildren. We 
have a lot of work 
ahead, but ecoCale- 
don is looking for- 
ward to working with 
the Town to take 


meaningful action on 
climate change.” 

The Town is cur- 
rently in the process 
of updating its 2011 
Community Climate 
Change Action Plan. 

The new plan, called 
Resilient Caledon, 
will develop actions to 
significantly reduce 
greenhouse gas emis- 
sions by 2050 and 
prepare for increasing 
climate impacts. 

In 2017, Caledon 
also joined the Global 
Covenant of Mayors, 
a coalition of munici- 
pal governments from 
around the world that 
are committed to tak- 
ing action on climate 
change. 

The Town has also 
convened a Climate 
Change Task Force 
made up of Town 
staff, agency partners, 
and local residents 
and businesses to ad- 
vise on the develop- 
ment of the new 
climate change plan. 

The final climate 
change plan will go to 
Council for approval 
this fall. 


The case of auto insurance and “friendly frauds” 


Surjit Singh 
Flora 


Insurance fraud is 
much more common 
than most people 
think. 

Numbers that are 
mentioned in mass 
media or analytical 
reports are really no 
more than an edu- 
cated guess. 

The only real esti- 
mation that can be 
done is for a specific 
group of criminals 
conducting fraud as a 
line of business from 
them. 

As for ‘soft fraud’, 
or it’s sometimes 
called, a "Friendly 
Fraud", this is usually 
done by non-crimi- 
nals, so no one can 
estimate the exact 
amounts. Some top 
managers of insur- 
ance companies be- 
lieve that every fourth 
claim received is 
fraudulent. 

Auto insurance 
rates are determined 
using actuarial statis- 
tics, essentially esti- 
mating the level of 
risk. That's why we 
pay different rates in 
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different cities. 

Believe it or not, 
most auto insurers 
aren't making money 
in Ontario - they're 
losing more from 
claims than they take 
in. 
That's the reason 
why rates are as men 
as they are in the 
GTA, mostly in 
Brampton. There are 
two main reasons for 
that: 

- Traffic density: 
The number of acci- 
dents and resulting 
claims are up there. 

- Fraud: The GTA is 
the fraud capital of 
Canada. Auto insur- 
ance fraud costs On- 
tario drivers nearly 
$1.6 billion per year. 

Because of the 
frauds and auto in- 
surance scams pres- 
ent in the GTA and 
beyond, vehicle in- 
surance rates are 
steadily rising across 
Canada, and vehicle 
insurance rates are a 
big issue in cities 
such as Brampton. 

Insurance compa- 
nies say that in cities 
(postal codes) where 
accidents and claims 
are high, rates have to 
be increased so that 
companies do not 
have to lose. 


These insurance 
companies also claim 
that in some areas, 
not only are accidents 
and claims different, 
but that there are also 
different types of in- 
surance frauds. 

It is very expensive 
for companies to file 
a fake injury claim 
after a minor acci- 
dent. It is claimed 
that these types of 
claims are multiplied 
several times in large 
cities within Canada 
or in cities where the 
wealthiest people 
live. 

There are more 
cases of vehicle theft. 
There are many dif- 
ferent cases of inten- 
tional injury and 
negligence of a vehi- 
cle. It is also heard 
that there are many 
experts who do such 
work for a fee or for 


little money. 
In a_ city like 
Brampton, vehicle in- 


surance is so expen- 
sive that new drivers 
cannot afford it. This 
has led to a new kind 
of fraud. 

New immigrants to 
Canada have begun 
to offer their previous 
country up as false 
driving experience. 
Some even place up 


to $1000 into a fake 
record by placing six 
fake stars. 

With this false ex- 
perience, G-level li- 
censes are easier to 
obtain; insurance can 
also be a bit cheaper, 
and the job of a truck 
driver (or taxi) is 
within reach. 

The conclusion 
comes in the days of 
terrible accidents and 
deaths. New drivers 
in cities such as 
Brampton are also of- 
fering cheap insur- 
ance using 
out-of-town ad- 


dresses, which is a 
different type of fraud 
that the police have 
no time to investi- 
gate. 

Residents in cities 
like Brampton are 


demanding that in- 
surance rates be 
linked to each dri- 
ver's record instead 
of the postal code. 

A person who has a 
poor record may have 
a higher rate, even if 
he lives in a different 
city or postal code. 

A bill introduced by 
PC MPP Parm Gill in 
the Ontario Parlia- 
ment is also under 
consideration, which 
has reached the com- 
mittee level. 

Also, there seem to 
be several cases of 
auto garages and in- 
surance companies 
working together as 
the tow truckers take 
the vehicles to their 
destination and do 
not listen to the vehi- 
cle owner. 


They charge bi 
bucks for towing an 
vehicle storage, 
which can be up to 
$400 a day for a car 
and up to $1200 for a 
truck. 

Don't these types of 
activities cost insur- 
ance | companies? 
Isn't this a fraud? 

Are governments 
and police of differ- 
ent levels aware of 
this type of alleged 
activities? It's a wake- 
up call for the various 
levels of government, 
police, and insurance 
companies. 

At the end of the 
day, insurance rates 
must be calculated by 
driving history, not 
by the city or the 
postal code. 


Brampton sourcing partners to curb domestic violence 


by Alex Gregory 


Brampton is calling 
on local partners to 
help address the tide 
of domestic violence in 
the community. 

The call to action 
was made last week 
after representatives 
from local domestic vi- 
olence shelters and 
non-profit organiza- 
tions attended in full 


force at Brampton 
council, where  re- 
gional councillor 


Rowena Santos put 
forward a motion to 
bolster the city’s initia- 
tive by collaborating 
with Peel Police, Peel 
Region and local or- 
ganizations to pro- 
mote awareness of the 
issue. 

To that end, the city 
will undertake a public 
education and aware- 
ness campaign aimed 
at educating residents 
about the impact of 
domestic violence in 
thee city and region. 

“Education and 
awareness are key op- 
erating strategies to 


deal with the issue, 
which is why we are 
directing resources to 
develop a_ public 
awareness campaign,” 
said Santos, whose 
motion was approved 
by the rest of council. 
“Abuse and deaths re- 
lated to domestic vio- 
lence are disturbing 
and absolutely unjusti- 
fied. We want to let 
everyone know and 
amplify where they 
can get support.” 

The issue of domes- 
tic violence in the re- 
gion has_ received 
greater coverage as of 
late, with murders 
committed by intimate 
partners receiving a 
greater focus in the 
news and prompting 
calls to action. 

Last year, the mur- 
der of 58-year-old 
Lucja Wojtalski by her 
husband, 64-year-old 
Antoni Wojtalski, 
prompted calls from 
local advocacy organi- 
zations to bring more 
awareness to the issue 


of “femicide’, cases 
women or girls are vic- 
tims of domestic vio- 
lence. 

Last year, the region 
saw an increased num- 
ber of domestic fatali- 
ties, totaling 13 out of 
31 homicides in Peel. 

Additionally, more 
than 10,000 calls out 
of a total 18,377 were 
related to cases involv- 
ing intimate partners, 
according to statistics 
by Peel Police. 

“Violence against 
women is an epidemic 
in Canada, and this in- 
cludes our community 
in Peel,” said Reya 
Dhandhari, the execu- 
tive director of Peel 
Committee Against 
Women Abuse 
(PCAWA), last year. 
“This is an unaccept- 
able reality. As a com- 
munity and society, we 
must challenge this re- 
alty by continuing to 
call attention to and 
act against the vio- 
lence women face in 
their daily lives. We 


must speak up and 
challenge the _ by- 
stander effect; if you 
see or suspect a 
woman is experiencing 
violence offer her your 
support and share in- 
formation about avail- 
able resources. It is 
our collective respon- 
sibility to work to- 
gether to create a safe 
and just society for all 
women. Women have 
the right to be safe! 
This violence must 
stop. 

Last fall, Brampton 
council unanimously 
passed a motion to 
continue to support 
and work with existing 
providers in Peeel that 
provide services to 
those affected by do- 
mestic violence, in- 
cluding PCAWA, Safe 
Centre of Peel, and 
Victim Services of 
Peel. 

Additionally, a Fam- 
ily Violence Action 
Table was set up 
through Peel Region’s 
Community Safety and 
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Well-being System 
Leadership Table pro- 
gram, which aims to 
addressing the issues 
of family and domestic 
violence, and imple- 
ment strategies that 
tackle the root causes 
of the problem. 

Currently, Peel Po- 
lice provides informa- 
tion and local 
resources for Bramp- 
ton residents, includ- 
ing: safe places to seek 
help, shelters, commu- 
nity counselling, pro- 
grams and_ support 
services, legal  re- 
sources and supports 
for children and eld- 
erly persons. 

As a result of coun- 
cil’s approval, the city 
will work closely with 
local stakeholders, in- 
cluding the Region of 
Peel, Peel Regional Po- 
lice, and community 
organizations, to de- 
velop a campaign and 
work towards ending 
domestic violence and 
increasing safety for 
families. 


In a statement, Pun- 
jabi Community 
Health Services chief 
executive officer 
Baldev Mutta said that 
it is very important for 
the city to partner with 
community organiza- 
tions to raise aware- 
ness, and to 
“collectively _ protect 
more women that may 
become victims of do- 
mestic violence.” 

Staff will continue to 
be dedicated to this 
important cause and 
collaborating with 
local stakeholders to 
end domestic violence, 
said the city’s chief ad- 
ministrative officer. 

“As we build this 
public education and 
awareness campaign 
with the community 
and our regional and 
law enforcement part- 
ners, we are expanding 
on the important work 
already underway,” 
said Brampton CAO 
David Barrick. 


On Feb. 1, Bruna 
Nasso and Marilyn Pi- 
lolli celebrated the 
grand opening of their 
store, Makers Market 
House, located at 196 
McEwan Drive East, 
Unit 3 in Bolton. 

Bruna and Marilyn 
sat down to find out 
more about their busi- 


ness. 

Q) Describe your 
business. 

A) Makers Market 


House is a store with a 
large variety of items 
from clothing to can- 
dles, to jewelry and 
home décor. 

We are open six days 


a week, Tuesday 
through Sunday. 
Entrepreneurs and 


artisans can rent space 
from us to display their 
goods. There’s cur- 
rently 30 vendors here. 
We sell for them, man- 
age the space, and pro- 
vide the staff, and they 


make 100% of their 
sales. 
We_ welcome any 


small business, doesn’t 
necessarily have to be 
handmade, anyone that 
works from home. 

The minimum any- 
one is here is two 
months — so the type of 
items sold may change 
throughout the year as 
vendors change. 
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Unfortunately, we do 
have to change our 
business name. That 
will happen sometime 
over the next couple of 
months, but everything 
else will stay the same. 


Q) Why did you start 
this business? 

A) Marilyn and Ihave 
always each had our 
own business and 
worked from home and 
we know a lot of people 
that work from home. 
So, we thought, why 
couldn’t we do some- 
thing that brings every- 
one together. 

It really comes down 
to the fact that small 
businesses or people 
just starting out can’t 
afford the overhead, 
one of us couldn’t do it 
without the other. We 
went out to see how 
many entrepreneurs 
and mompreneurs that 
we could gather before 
we even thought about 
signing the lease. 

We did our research 
and got our ducks in a 
row first. 

We ended up having 
an overwhelming re- 
sponse, so we thought, 
“We gotta do this.” 

It’s not an original 
idea. There’s little mar- 
kets like this all over, 
but it’s the first one like 
this in Bolton. 
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Q) How did the two 
of you get to know each 
other? 

A)We are mom 
friends. We met 
through the school that 
our children go to and 
live in the same subdi- 


vision. We've been 
good friends for seven 
or eight years. 


We were both born 
and raised in the city 
but have been residents 
of Bolton for a long 
time, 16 to 20 years. 


Q) Do you both still 
have another business 
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Caledon Business Profile - Makers Market House 


as well as running the 
store? 

A) Yes, but we both 
run our _ businesses 
from here now. 

Marilyn: My _busi- 
ness is the Floral Bou- 


tique, I do_ fresh 
flowers, gifts and 
events. 


Bruna: I print edible 
images for bakers and 
bakeries, we do custom 
designs for cakes, cook- 
ies and cupcakes. Al- 
though I have a 
husband that is a 
graphic designer, so I 
can’t take all the credit 


for my business. 


Q) Do you think that 
shopping local is im- 
portant? 

A) It’s important for 
the community to keep 
the dollars here and 
support each other. 

A lot of people are 
leaving to shop. For 
certain things, I do it 
too, but that’s the idea 
behind our store is to 
get more people shop- 
ping local, giving them 
the variety that they 
want and need. 

Q) Do you have a 


favourite thing to do in 
Caledon? 

A) Getting out in na- 
ture. I love the trails, 
there’s so much close 
by. 
There’s lots to do 
here. You don’t have to 
leave Caledon to have 
fun with your family. 

Makers Market 
House is located at 196 
McEwan Drive East, 
Unit 3, in Bolton. 

For more informa- 
tion, call (905) 857- 
7796 or visit 
makersmarkethouse.co 
m. 


Credit Valley Conservation nominates 
new chair 


Mississauga council- 
lor Karen Ras was ac- 
claimed last week as 
chair of Credit Valley 
Conservation (CVC) at 
the inaugural 2020 
board meeting, the or- 


ganization revealed 
last week. The election 
marks Ras’s second 
term as chair and her 
sixth year of service on 
the CVC Board of Di- 
rectors. 


“Tm honoured to be 
acclaimed as chair of 
Credit Valley Conser- 
vation,” said Ras. 
“These are important 
times for Ontario con- 
servation authorities. 
We have a new Con- 
servation Authorities 
Act with pending reg- 
ulations. We’re con- 
tinuing to support 
municipalities and 
neighbours with sery- 
ices like flood warning 
and greening commu- 
nities to mitigate and 
adapt to climate 
change. 

Were proud to work 
with our partners in 
government and 
across the watershed 
to lead protection, 
restoration and en- 
hancement of our 
local natural environ- 
ment.” 

The CVC Board of 
Directors also  ac- 
claimed Town of 
Oakville Councillor 
Tom Adams as vice- 
chair. Adams _ has 
served on the CVC 
board since 2011 and 


previously served as 
vice-chair in 2013 and 
2019. 

The CVC board con- 
sists of 12 members 
from watershed mu- 
nicipalities, all of 
whom were also reap- 
pointed to the Credit 
Valley Source Protec- 
tion Authority, includ- 
ing Ras, Adams, 
Brampton councillors 
Martin Medeiros and 
Michael Palleschi, 
Mississauga council- 
lors Stephen Dasko, 
Ron Starr and Matt 
Mahoney, and Cale- 
don councillor Jo- 
hanna Downey, along 
with Town of Erin 
councillor John Bren- 
nan, Town of Halton 
Hills councillor Ann 
Lawlor, Town of Or- 
angeville councillor 
Grant Peters and 
Township of East 
Garafraxa councillor 
Tom Nevills. 

The board approves 
and guides CVC poli- 
cies, programs, serv- 
ices and sets its 
annual budget. 


Brampton approves 
Eco Park strategy 


Last week, Brampton 
councillors took a sig- 
nificant step towards 
building a “green 
framework” for the city 
by endorsing the 
Brampton Eco Park 
Strategy. 

An Eco Park is an in- 
terconnected network 
of sustainable urban 
and natural/green 
spaces. The Brampton 
Eco Park Strategy char- 
acterizes the formation 
of Brampton Eco Park 
and sets out the vision, 
goals and actions to 
guide its implementa- 
tion. 

The strategy aims to 
provide unique social 
opportunities and build 
community  partner- 
ships and stewardship 
to protect, support and 
grow the city’s Eco 
Park. It is also focused 
on conserving, re-natu- 
ralizing and enhancing 
the city’s natural land- 
scapes. 

The city currently 
maintains roughly 
2,500 hectares of natu- 
ral heritage, the major- 
ity of which form the 
initial backbone of 
Brampton Eco Park. 


The city’s existing 
parks cover an addi- 
tional 1,100 hectares, 
some of which can be 
integrated into the Eco 
Park. 

The expansion and 
evolution of the Eco 
Park will initially focus 
around identified hubs, 
where appropriate lo- 
cations such as parks, 
NHS, streetscapes and 
utility corridors will be 
adapted into the Eco 
Park through the estab- 
lishment of Eco Spaces. 

Over time, these ef- 
forts will result in a 
green parks network 
and natural reserve 
throughout the city, say 
representatives. 

“Council is dedicated 
to continuing to a build 
a green city, and the 
Brampton Eco Park 
Strategy marks another 
milestone in our sus- 
tainability journey,” 
said Mayor Patrick 
Brown last week, indi- 
cating that the goal is to 
reduce greenhouse gas 
emissions in the city by 
80 per cent by 2050. 
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Province hosts budget 
consultation in Peel Region 


Dozens of residents 
had the chance to 
weigh in on the matters 
that mean the most to 
them, as the province 
hosted a budget con- 
sultation Tuesday _af- 
ternoon to __ solicit 
feedback for the up- 
coming 2020 provin- 
cial budget. 

Ameeting room in 
the Carmen Corbasson 
Community Centre in 
south Mississauga was 
packed as local busi- 
nesses, government 
stakeholders and resi- 
dents made their views 
known regarding a va- 
riety of issues, includ- 
ing the use of public 
services, upcoming in- 
vestments and the im- 
portance of local jobs. 

The consultation is 
one of several that are 
being hosted through- 
out the province this 
month. All of Missis- 
sauga’s MPPs were in 
attendance at the con- 
sultation, along with 
provincial finance min- 
ister Rod Phillips. 

The province is look- 
ing for ideas that will 
help put jobs, skills and 


workers front and cen- 
tre, while continuing to 
focus on putting more 
money in __ people's 
pockets, Phillips said 
during the event. 

"It is important for us 
to hear first-hand from 
everyone across the 
province about the pri- 
orities they feel should 
be included in our plan 
to build Ontario to- 
gether," said Phillips. 
"Together, we can 
make this vision a real- 
ity and enable a better 
quality of life and high 
standard of living for 
all our citizens." 


Minister Phillips and 
Parliamentary Assis- 
tant Stan Cho will be 
hosting community 
budget consultations 
along with MPPs 
across the province to 
hear directly from On- 
tario's hard-working 
individuals, families 
and businesses. 

Budget consultations 
will close on Feb. 11. 
Residents who want to 
submit feedback for the 
upcoming budget can 
still do so by visiting 
the budget website at 
ontario.ca/budget. 
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Brampton brings proposed 
2020 budget for review 


A total tax increase 
of 1.8 per cent, im- 
provements to city 
roads and 120 new 
buses are just some of 
the additions as 
Brampton gears up to 


approve its 2020 
budget later this 
month. 


The city said Tues- 
day that its proposed 
budget for 2020 is 
now online for resi- 
dents to review, and 
it will be holding con- 
sultation opportuni- 
ties with homeowners 
and businesses in the 
run-up to the final 
budget approval, 
which is set for Feb. 
26. 

In a presentation to 
the city’s budget 
committee, the net 
budget increase for 
2020 compared to 
2019 is estimated at 
1.2 per cent, with an 
overall tax increase of 
1.8 per cent between 
city, region and 
school board taxes. 
The city’s share of the 
property tax increase 
is tentatively esti- 


mated at 0.5 per 
ccent, or an average 
of $27 per household, 
to Rind: the budget. 
Among some of the 
improvements listed 
in the proposed 
budget are $5 million 
over five years for the 
Ryerson Innovation 
Zone in the down- 
town core, funding 
for two new youth 
centres at South 
Fletcher’s and Cen- 
tury Gardens Recre- 
ation Centres, $8 
million over three 
years for the prelimi- 
nary design of the 
Queen Street Rapid 
Transit route and 
$9.8 million for 
Brampton Fire to up- 
grade its firefighting 
equipment and re- 
spond faster to emer- 
gencies. 
“Operational effi- 
ciencies and revenue 
growth have helped 
reasonably offset 
property tax  in- 
creases in this draft 
scenario going to 
Budget Committee,” 
said David Barrick, 


the city’s chief ad- 
ministrative officer. 
“The City is commit- 
ted to holding open 
and transparent 
Budget discussions 
and welcomes the 
input of Brampton 
residents in this im- 
portant City-building 
process.” 

Budget _ delibera- 
tions will begin at 1 
ae on Feb. 18, with 
inal approval set for 
7 p.m. on Feb. 26. 

Residents can par- 
ticipate by sending 
comments to 
budget@brampton.ca 
, providing input via 
phone using 3-1-1, 
participating in a 
telephone town hall 
meeting scheduled 
for Feb. 18 from 7 - 8 
p-m., or delegate in 
person at a council 
meeting. 

For more informa- 
tion, visit the city 
website at bramp- 
ton.ca/EN/City- 
Hall/budget/Pages/ 
Welcome.aspx. 


Board of Trade president picked for prestigious role 


The CEO of a local 
board of trade has 
been tapped to serve 
on a major world or- 
ganization. 

Todd Letts, the 
CEO of the Brampton 
Board of Trade 
(BBOT), has been 
elected to serve on 
the World Chambers 
Federation (WCF) 
General Council. 

Letts, who took on 
the CEOrole at 
BBOTin 2014 and 
spearheaded numer- 
ous business initia- 
tives throughout the 
city, will be one of 
twenty leaders on the 
council, which is part 
of the International 
Chamber of Com- 
merce and provides 
connections to local, 
national and interna- 
tional chambers. 

Letts, who previ- 
ously served as an as- 
sociation executive 
with a number of 
business _ organiza- 
tions throughout the 
province, was also 
the former chair of 
the Canadian Cham- 
ber of Commerce Ex- 
ecutives Council 
(CCEC) and a past di- 
rector of the Ameri- 
can Chamber of 


Commerce Execu- 
tives (ACCE). 

Earlier this week, 
Letts said he was ex- 
cited by the opportu- 
nity. 

"I look forward to 
serving in a capacity 
that helps more 
Brampton and Cana- 
dian businesses build 
confidence to enter 
new markets.", said 
Letts, "and hope to 
develop relationships 
that also result in 
new investment in 
Canada." 

In a statement, the 
WCF General Council 
said that its members 
represent business 
interests at the high- 
est levels of intergov- 
ernmental 
decision-making, 
whether at the World 
Trade Organization, 
the United Nations or 
the G20 ensuring the 
voice of business is 
heard. 

It is this capacity to 
bridge the public and 
private sectors that 
sets WCF apart as a 
unique organization, 
responding to the 
needs of any player 
involved in interna- 
tional commerce, the 
federation said. 


"Local businesses 
are excited to have 
Todd represent both 
Brampton and 
Canada on the world 
stage,” said BBOT 
chair Vanessa White. 
“His insight and ex- 
perience will con- 
tribute greatly to the 
work of the World 
Chambers _ Federa- 
tion.” 

In 2015, Todd was 
awarded the James 
Carnegie Award for 
leadership and men- 
torship by Chamber 
Executives of On- 
tario. He was also se- 
lected as a Ford 
fellow in Regionalism 
& Sustainable Devel- 
opment, an honour 
bestowed by the 
United States Ford 
Foundation, Todd 
also obtained the des- 
ignation CCE (Certi- 
fied Chamber 
Executive). 

He also holds a de- 
gree in Science from 
the University of 
Western Ontario, and 
a Master’s degree in 
Business Administra- 
tion from the Rotman 
School at the Univer- 
sity of Toronto. 


° 


lage C 


WEEKLY 


Digital Newspaper 


| PDN February 7, 2020_Layout 1 06/02/2020 3:56 AM Page 15 


Feb. 7, 2019 | PEEL WEEKLY NEWS | SPORTS 15 


SPORTS 


Beast overwhelmed by Leafs in Saturday loss 


The St. John’s Maple 
Leafs scored six goals in 
the middle frame as 
they rolled over the 
Brampton Beast 6-1 on 
Saturday night. 

The Beast returned to 
the Mile One Centre on 
Saturday night for the 
second straight game 
against the Newfound- 
land Growlers. Bramp- 
ton had dropped a 5-0 
decision the previous 
night. 

The Growlers also 
wore special throwback 
jerseys and became the 
St. John’s Maple Leafs 
for the evening tilt be- 
tween the two Cana- 
dian clubs. 

The first period saw 
the Beast and Maple 
Leafs exchange some 
scoring chances but 
both Alex Dubeau and 
Parker Gahagen held 
the line between the 
pipes to keep it a score- 
less affair. 

The Beast, on the 
back of three straight 
power plays, outshot 
the Maple Leafs 11-5 
after the first 20 min- 
utes of play. 

The Maple Leafs took 
control in the second 
frame with six total 


goals through the 20 
minutes. Brampton did 
find twine and it was off 
the stick of Dan Leav- 
ens. The forward 
streaked into the zone 
and fired his 21st of the 
season past Gahagen at 
2:45. 

Brampton found 
themselves down 6-1 
after 40 minutes of play 
and behind in shots 24- 
18. 

Alex Dubeau was 
pulled in favour of An- 
drew D’Agostini for the 
reminder of the contest 
in the middle frame. 

The third would bring 
more chances but nei- 
ther side would give an 
inch. The Maple Leafs 
would cruise to a 6-1 
win over the Beast after 
a fully sixty minutes of 
play. 

Gahagen would pick 
up his second win in as 
many days. Dubeau 
would be tagged with 
the loss. 

The game followed a 
hard-fought battle last 
Friday, when Alex 
Dubeau made 25 saves 
as the Beast dropped a 
5-0 contest against the 
Growlers. 

had 


The Beast 


boarded a plane and 
jetted over to St. John’s 
for a Friday night date 
against the Growlers, 
coming off a wild 7-6 
shootout the prior Sun- 
day. 
The Growlers got the 
scoring started with a 
goal from Aaron 
Luchuk less than a 
minute into the open- 
ing frame. Aside from 
the early goal, both Alex 
Dubeau and Parker Ga- 
hagen were _ solid 
through the first period. 
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The second period 
saw the Growlers go 
back to work with a 
power play goal from 
the aforementioned 
Luckuk. He beat 
Dubeau short side for a 
2-0 lead at 8:16. 

Newfoundland car- 
ried a 1-0 lead into the 
first intermission and 
the shots were even 
eight apiece after 20 
minutes of play. 

With less than a 
minute to go in the 
middle frame, Trey 


Bradley wired a shot 
past Dubeau for the 
short-handed goal and 
3-0 Growlers lead at 
19:31. 

The Beast found 
themselves down 3-0 
after 40 minutes of play 
but were ahead in shots 
22-91. The third period 
saw the Growlers ex- 
tend their lead with the 
hat trick goal from 
Luchuk at 4:38. That 
gave the Growlers a 4-0 
lead in the final frame. 
Brady Ferguson 


would fire a tally home 
on the power play at 
8:23 to extend the lead 
to 5-0 and that would 
be all she wrote in the 
contest. 

Gahagen would end 
the contest with a 
shutout and 33 saves. 
Dubeau would drop the 
contest and make 25 
saves in the effort. 

The Beast will stay on 
the road this weekend, 
and will take on the 
Maine Mariners for the 
next three games. 
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Steelheads Reach New Heights Against Wolves 


The Mississauga 
Steelheads took on the 
Sudbury Wolves in 
their third annual 
Pucks ‘N’ Paws game 
on Sunday afternoon. 

After trading power- 
plays to start the game, 
the Steelheads got on 
the board first, as 
Calvin Martin picked 
up the rebound off a 
shot from Liam Ham to 
make the score 1-0. 

Sudbury answered 


back quickly, as David 
Levin picked up the 
puck off the rush and 
took a shot that flut- 
tered over the glove 
hand of Kai Edmonds. 

Just under a minute 
later, Martin forced a 
turnover in Sudbury’s 
zone, and it was Keean 
Washkurak who found 
Prueter in front of the 
net to make the score 
2-1. 

With the Steelheads 


L 


‘Bell 
et's Talk 


on a _ 5-on-3, Cole 
Schwindt capitalized, 
as he roofed a shot 
from the goal line to 
give the Fish a two-goal 
lead. 

Mississauga’s offence 
continued to buzz, as 
Schwindt found 
Washkurak in the slot 
for a one-timer past 
Mitchell Weeks. 

At the end of the first, 
the Steelheads had a 
large 4-1 lead, with 


Liam Ham and Keean 
Washkurak both 
recording three points 
in the frame. 

Mississauga _ didn’t 
slow down in the sec- 
ond period. Martin 
tucked home a one- 
timer from Prueter for 
his second of the game, 
to put the Steelheads 
up by four. 

Just as he was getting 
out of the penalty box, 
Ole Bjorgvik-Holm en- 
tered the offensive zone 
with the puck and 
ripped a wrist shot past 
the glove of new 
Wolves goaltender 
Christian Purboo to 
make the score 6-1. 

Mississauga in- 
creased their lead to 
six, as Cole Schwindt 
drew the defender in 
off the rush opening up 
space to find James 
Hardie, who sniped one 
on Purboo. 

Mississauga led 7-1 at 
the end of the second, 
with Keean Washku- 
rak, Aidan Prueter and 
Calvin Martin on pace 
for a record-breaking 
game. 
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Washkurak contin- 
ued the scoring in the 
third, as he forced a 
Sudbury turnover and 
wired a shot past Pur- 
boo for his sixth point 
of the game, tying a 
Steelheads record for 
points in a game set 
previously by Michael 
McLeod, as well as his 
1ooth career OHL 
point. 

With an assist on the 
play, Aidan Prueter 
registered his fourth 
point of the night 
marking a career-high. 

Max Dodig found 
Calvin Martin on a 2- 
on-1, making no mis- 
take beating Purboo for 
the first hat trick of his 
OHL career and a new 
career-high for points 
in a game with four. 

Michael Stubbs 
added one more before 
the end of the game to 
put the Steelheads into 
double digits. The 
Steelheads held on for 
their biggest victory of 
the season, by a final 
score of 10-3. 

With the win, the 
Steelheads move just 


two points behind the 
Wolves for first place in 
the Central Division. 

Following the game, 
Keean Washkurak 
spoke about the Steel- 
heads big win. 

“Coming in, we 
thought it was going to 
be a hard game. It’s al- 
ways tough to play 
against division rivals, 
they came out hard, but 
we came out even 
harder, and pucks kept 
going in the net. They 
have a lot of key players 
on their team, we had 
to stay on them and 
stay focused, we just 
kept coming at them 
and pucks kept going 
in.” 

The Steelheads will 
hit the road next week- 
end for three games 
against the _ Barrie 
Colts, Kitchener 
Rangers and Kingston 
Frontenacs, before re- 
turning to the Para- 
mount Fine Foods 
Centre next Friday 
(Feb. 14) as they take 
on the Ottawa 67’s. 
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AHG Hockey Group Present 
FAMILY DAY WEEKEND 2020 
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“Tf we didn't have Ronald McDonald House, our lives would be very different. Juan 
would have to work at home, in Ottawa, Ont., and my family would be separated. Kevin 
needs both of his parents, and especially his brother, to find strength and smile.” The 
Saenz family stayed 177 nights while Kevin received life-saving cancer treatment. 
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FEBRUARY 14T0 17,2020 
BRAMPTON MEMORIAL ARENA 


Join us for a fun-filled weekend of hockey! 
SATURDAY FEBRUARY 15TH 3:00 PM 
Special LIVE Televised Admirals Game Versus Milton Menace 
Lots of free fun, including meeting our mascots, autographs, hockey 

shooting competitions, and more. 

FAMILY DAY MONDAY FEBRUARY 17TH 

Brampton Bombers Jr. B game beginning at 1:30PM followed by your 
Brampton Admirals Jr. A game 
beginning at 6:30PM 


This event is in ~t Qh Hardie’ 
partnership with mop! Building Products 
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Annual gala announces milestone fundraising goal 


by Alex Gregory 
One of  Peel’s 
largest charitable 


events has an- 
nounced an ambi- 
tious fundraising 
goal in the leadup to 
their 2019 gala. 
Heart House Hos- 
pice has set a 
$100,000 fundrais- 
ing goal to help 
bridge the gap for 
critical hospice serv- 
ices in the region, the 
organization an- 
nounced last week. 
The annual gala, 
which will take place 
on Mar. 28 at the 
Mississauga Conven- 
tion Centre, is look- 
ing to up the ante 
with a larger assort- 
ment of live enter- 
tainment, prizes, 
presentations and 
more, with CTV’s 
Anwar Knight re- 
turning to emcee the 
evening’s festivities 
and special presenta- 
tions planned to rec- 


ognize key 
supporters. 
The organization 


offers much-needed 


support to the com- 
munity, and the or- 
ganizing team behind 
the gala are thrilled 
to be fundraising on 
its behalf, gala chair 
Doris De Angelis told 
Peel Weekly News 
last week. 

“The money we will 
raise at this year’s 
gala will fund the in- 
credibly valuable 
programs that Mis- 
sissauga so desper- 
ately needs,” said De 
Angelis, explaining 
that the event helps 
provide a_ funding 
boost for critical end- 
of-life programs and 
services, including 
bereavement sup- 
port, in-home volun- 
teer visits and 
support programs 

eared towards chil- 

ren and youth deal- 
ing with the loss of a 
loved one. 

Heart House Hos- 
pice is one of the 
province’s largest 
community organiza- 
tions, with more than 
100 volunteers as- 


sisting over 1,000 in- 
dividuals living with 
a life-limiting illness. 

“As the volume of 
individuals and fam- 
ilies dealing with 
death, dying and loss 
continues to grow, 
more and more peo- 
ple ask me where 
they can turn to for 
support,” said Dr. 
Asha Gupta, a board 
member with Heart 
House. “For the last 
15 years, I have been 


relying on the coun- 
selors and programs 
offered by Heart 
House Hospice to 
support these needs 
in the community, 
and in patient’s own 
homes.” 

The organization, 
which is recognizing 
its 35th anniversary 
this year, most re- 
cently made the news 
in late 2019 when 
they announced 
plans to open Missis- 
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sauga’s first residen- 
tial hospice, in part- 
nership with Trillium 
Health Partners, 
near the city’s south 
end. The project also 
received funding 
from the province. 
At this year’s event, 
RBC Insurance and 
Frances Henderson 
will be honored as 
Heart House’s re- 
spective Corporate 
Leadership and 
Community Ambas- 


sador 2020 recipi- 


ents, along with 
recognition of other 
groups who have 


helped support the 
organization over the 
past year. 

Tickets for the 
event are $175 each, 
with tables and ticket 
packages available. 
To purchase tickets, 
call (905) 712-8119, 
ext. 233 or visit 
hearthousegala.com. 


Guests attending the Heart House Hospice gala in 2019, which 
raises funds for hospice programs in Peel Region. (PWN File Photo 


Brampton volunteer recognized with prestigious honour 


Saylor (Submitted Photo) 


One of Brampton’s 
most storied volun- 
teers is set to be rec- 
ognized later this 
year with a presti- 
gious honour. 

Taylor was chosen 
as one of the 100 
ABC (Accomplished 
Black Canadian) 
Women of 2020, and 
will be honoured in 
September during a 
launch event and 
gala in Toronto. 

Taylor, who was 
chosen as Bramp- 
ton’s Citizen of the 
Year in 2015 and de- 
votes her time to nu- 
merous non-profit 
community organiza- 
tions throughout the 
city, was recognized 
for her commitment 
to supporting local 
organizations and ac- 
tivities within the 
province working for 
the advancement of 
Black woman and 
girls, and demon- 
strating leadership 
through her role 
modelling and volun- 


teer activities. 

Taylor joins a 
who’s-who of lumi- 
nary women from 
across the region and 
throughout the 
province, includin 
United Way of Pee 
Investment Director 
Sharon Douglas, 
writer Robyn May- 
nard, former OPSEU 
Womens Committee 
chair Carol Mundle 
and more, who will 
be presented at the 
gala, which will be 
held on Sep. 26 at the 
Woodbine Banquet 
and Convention Hall 
in Toronto. 

“IT am honoured to 
be among this group 
of women who have 
served, and continue 
to serve, their com- 
munities in varying 
ways - personal and 
professional,” Taylor 
told Peel Weekly 
News earlier this 
week. 

The gala highlights 
Black Canadian 
women who have ex- 
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celled in various in- 
dustries, including 
government, not-for- 
prowl financial, 

real estate, 
healthcare, educa- 
tion/academic, en- 
tertainment and fine 
arts, as well as un- 
sung heroes, trail- 
blazers, firsts, and 
posthumous heroes. 

The recipients were 
chosen by a panel of 
recognized Canadian 
leaders, including Dr. 
Jean Augustine, the 
first Black woman to 
be elected to the Par- 
liament of Canada; 
Dr. Denise O’Neil 
Green, the inaugural 
vice president of eq- 
uity, diversity and in- 
clusion at Ryerson 
University; and 
Dauna Jones-Sim- 
monds, the president 
of DEJS (Diversity) 
Consulting. 

Taylor was born in 
Jamaica, and immi- 
grated to Canada in 
1969. She served as 
President of United 


Achievers’ Club, and 
as the President of 
the Kiwanis Club of 
Brampton from 2013 
to 2015, and contin- 
ues to serve with 
both organizations. 

She has volun- 
teered with the Cana- 
dian Cancer Society 
since 1993, and cur- 
rently serves on the 
William Osler Patient 
and Family Advisory 
Council (PFAC) and 
the Peel Regional Po- 
lice Black Advisory 
Committee. Last 
year, Taylor was rec- 
ognized with the 
2019 Heritage Award 
from the Afroglobal 
Television Excellence 
Awards program. 

All of the nominees 
will be included in 
the 2020 edition of a 
special publication 
timed to release at 
the gala, 100 Accom- 

lished Black Cana- 

ian Women Book. 


The accomplish- 
ments and history of 
Black Canadians were 
celebrated this past 
weekend, as Black His- 
tory Month kicked off 
in Peel Region. 

Each February, Cana- 
dians are invited to 
participate in Black 
History Month celebra- 
tions and events that 
honour the legacy of 
Black Canadians, past 
and present. The events 
highlight the achieve- 
ments and contribu- 


tions of Black 
Canadians who, 
throughout history, 


have helped to make 
Canada the culturally 
diverse, compassionate 
and prosperous nation 
it is today. 

The celebrations 
kicked off on Jan. 30, 
as Peel Regional Police 
kicked-off Black His- 
tory Month by welcom- 
ing Celina 
Caesar-Chavannes, a 
former Member of Par- 
liament and strong ad- 
vocate for equality in all 
forms, to give a presen- 
tation at the force's 
training facility. 

Guests packed the 
house as Caesar-Cha- 
vannes gave a heartfelt 
dialogue of her per- 
sonal experience as a 
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Black woman, and the 
challenges she faced in 
different environments 
- both professional and 
personal. Using her ex- 
perience and educa- 
tion, she has become a 
powerful tool to edu- 
cate others on under- 
standing each other’s 
differences in a respect- 
ful and positive way. 

On Saturday, more 
than 150 guests em- 
powered youth through 
apprenticeship, as 
Sheridan College's 
Hazel McCallion Cam- 
pus held the inaugural 
"Legacy Symposium" in 
partnership with local 
community organiza- 
tions. Several guest 
speakers, including 
Michael ‘Pinball’ 
Clemens of the Toronto 
Argonauts, How She 
Hustles' Camille Dun- 
das and architectural 
leader Sephton Spence, 
spoke about their en- 
trepreneurial journey 
and how participants at 
the event could im- 
prover their interper- 
sonal and_ business 
skills in a changing in- 
dustry. 

Meanwhile, in 
Brampton, community 
advocates and local res- 
idents appeared to cel- 
ebrate the kickoff of the 
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month-long festitivies 
during a flag raising 
ceremony at Brampton 
City Hall, one of several 
events planned 
throughout the month. 

The City will host a 
closing ceremony later 
this month in celebra- 
tion of the community, 
to be held on Friday, 
Feb. 28 from 12 - 8 
p.m. at Brampton City 
Hall (2 Wellington 
Street West). The cere- 
mony will feature a 
marketplace with food, 
goods from retail ven- 
dors and a ceremony 
including song, dance 
and spoken word per- 
formances at 6 p.m.in 
the City Hall Atrium. 

The event is part of 
the city's Community 
Recognition Program, a 
series of cultural cele- 
brations that are 
hosted throughoutthe 
year to honour local di- 
versity. 

"Brampton is a mo- 
saic, and city council is 
proud to celebrate our 
community's incredible 
diversity," Mayor 
Patrick Brown said last 
month to promote the 
event. 

Several additional 
events will be hosted in 
the city through Febru- 
ary, including a free 
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Peel Region Celebrates Black History Month 


celebration hosted by 
the Brampton YMCA 
(20 Union Street), who 
will host entertain- 
ment, drop-in activities 
and various speakers 
from 11 a.m. - 2 p.m. at 
the centre, while Peel 
United Cultural Part- 
ners will host their an- 
nual Black History 
Month Concert on Sat- 
urday, Feb. 15 from 
5:30 - 9 p.m., at Cen- 
tury Gardens Recre- 
ation Centre (340 
Vodden Street East). 
Admission for the con- 


cert is $10, and in- 
cludes live entertain- 
ment, special 
presentations and 
guest speeches. 

The Art Gallery of 
Mississauga (300 City 
Centre Drive, ground 
floor) will also cele- 
brate Black History 
Month with a free 
screening of the film "I 
Am Not Your Negro", 
directed by Raoul Peck 
and starring James 


Baldwin. Admission for 
the screening, which 
begins at 5 p.m., is free. 


FOUNDER: 
GROUP ‘AND BYBL/ 


ARTIST & EMCEE 


Citizens for the Ad- 
vancement of Commu- 
nity Development will 
also host their annual 
Black History Month 
Celebration on Thurs- 
day, Feb. 27 at Missis- 
sauga Valley 
Community Centre 
(1275 Mississauga Val- 
ley Boulevard), featur- 
ing special guest 
speaker Jean Augus- 
tine, refreshments, live 
entertainment and 
more. The event kicks 
off at 6:30 p.m. 


KONVO MEDIA 
ACKS.COM 


Creative residency group tackles streaming 
TV during new exhibition 


Leading emerging vi- 
sual artists from the 
City of Mississauga are 
set to present Visual 
Arts Mississauga’s 
(VAM) latest exhibi- 
tion, Now Streaming. 

Co-curated by VAM’s 
Creative Residency 
Group (VCR), the exhi- 
bition will run through 
Feb. 23, 2020 at The 
VAM Gallery is located 
at 4170 Riverwood 
Park Lane in Missis- 


sauga. 


Now Streaming will 
showcase artists ages 
18 to 29, from the 


Greater Toronto 
Hamilton Area. The 
youth-led exhibition 
supports emerging 


artists working in ex- 
perimental processes 
using a combination of 
traditional and new 
media. 

Audiences can expect 
a mix of photography, 
installation, digital and 
traditional mediums. 


The exhibition will 
kickoff with a free 
opening Reception to 
be held on Friday, Feb. 
7, beginning at 7 p.m. 
Prizes will be _ pre- 
sented for first, second 
and third place win- 
ners. Live entertain- 
ment, including 
spoken word artists 
and music, will be pre- 
sented by the Open 
Gallery. 

“Now Streaming is 
an opportunity for this 


collective to collabo- 
rate with their creative 
peers in the region,” 
says VAM Cultural De- 
velopment Manager 
Eldiana Begovic. “VAM 
is happy to be a leading 
platform for young cre- 
atives in the city. Our 
annual youth exhibi- 
tion is an opportunity 
for the artists to show- 
case their skills for in- 
novation and creativity 
with their peers and 
the city.” 

VAM’s Creative Resi- 
dency (VCR) include 
Ashley Beerdat, Jenny 
Chen, Jasmine 
Canaviri and Soka 
Lazara, four up-and- 
coming youth artists. 

Supported by the On- 
tario Arts Council, the 
residency is an oppor- 
tunity for emerging 
youth artists in Missis- 
sauga to participate in 
a six-month exhibi- 
tions program with a 
focus on mentorshi 
and professional devel- 
opment. 

For more informa- 
tion, call (905) 277- 
4313 or visit 
visualartsmississauga.c 
om. 


Classic literary tale set 
for limited run 


A classic novel will 
be presented in the- 
atrical form next 
month for literary - 
and Disney - fans of 
all ages, as The 
Hunchback of Notre 
Dame arrives’ at 
Meadowvale Theatre 
for a limited run. 

Presented by City 
Centre Musical Pro- 
ductions and based 
on the Victor Hugo 
novel (and Disney 
animated feature of 
the same name), the 
limited engagement 
will showcase the 
film's Academy 
Award-nominated 
score, as well as new 


songs by Alan 
Menken and Stephen 
Schwartz. 


The musical begins 
as the bells of Notre 
Dame sound through 
the famed cathedral 
in fifteenth-century 
Paris. Quasimodo, 
the deformed bell- 
ringer who longs to 
be "Out There," ob- 
serves all of Paris rev- 
eling in the Feast of 
Fools. 


Held captive by his 
devious caretaker, 
the archdeacon Dom 
Claude Frollo, he es- 
capes for the day and 
joins the boisterous 
crowd, only to be 
treated cruelly by all 
but the beautiful 
gypsy, Esmeralda. 
Quasimodo isn't the 
only one captivated 
by her free spirit, 
though - the hand- 
some Captain Phoe- 
bus and Frollo are 
equally enthralled. 

As the three vie for 
her attention, Frollo 
embarks on a mission 
to destroy the gypsies 
- and it's up to Quasi- 
modo to save them 
all. 

Performances will 
be held on Mar. 6, 7, 
12,13 & 14 at 8p.m., 
and on Mar. 8, 14 and 
15 at 2 p.m. 

Tickets are $35 for 
adults, $32 for sen- 
iors and $31 for stu- 
dents. 

For more informa- 
tion or to purchase 
tickets, visit the per- 
formance website at 
encoreseries.ca. 
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The future of video marketing - what does it hold? 


by Surjit Singh Flora 


There has been a big 
shakeup in living room 
media. 

Beginning with print, 
the advancement of 
media consumption 
has included radio, tel- 
evision, and at presen 
the internet, which is 
really getting to be pro- 
gressively like televi- 
sion. Brands are 
creating verbose sub- 
stance on a customary 
programming plan, 
but, nowadays, social 
media with video mar- 
keting appears to be the 
new trend. 

The future of video 
marketing _involves 
using multiple plat- 
forms to reach viewers. 
Instagram, YouTube, 
Facebook, and 
Snapchat all have dif- 
ferent types of audi- 
ences that prefer 
different view dura- 
tions for their videos. 


Take live video, for 
instance. It's quick, 
easy, and doesn't re- 
quire the same amount 
of production as creat- 
ing an explanatory 
video, for example. It's 
also highly engaging 
and favored by many 
algorithms across so- 
cial media networks. 

Whereas TV took a 
while to get to a stan- 
dard of adoption, most 
Millennials do not sub- 
scribe to cable or satel- 
lite, so the Web has 
ended up as the way to 
reach modern audi- 
ences. 

That said, brands are 
unquestionably looking 
to have video capabili- 
ties online to require 
advantage of the move. 

In the future, you'll 
see brands collaborat- 
ing with performers in 
the blink of an eye as 
long-winded video 
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marketing takes hold 
across multiple chan- 
nels. 

The larger part of 
your substance may be 
content accessible any- 
time and anywhere. 

In any case, with the 
current move toward 
effectively consumable 
media, your content 
partners will likely be 
asking you or your de- 
velopment group to 
make more video re- 
sources to share. 

Visual media tends to 
perform superior on 
social channels and, 
when offering it, a 
video is often seen as 
the best way to direct a 
lead through the sales 
pipeline. 

In the event that your 
sales group isn't cur- 
rently inquiring for 
video production, it's 
only a matter of time 
before they realize the 


benefits, the appara- 
tuses accessible, and 
inquire for an in-house 
generation supervisor. 

Using videos is an 
easy and effective way 
to market any product 
or brand. At present, 
video marketing is in- 


creasingly being 
adopted for marketing 
any product. 


Knowing live stream- 
ing, interactive 360 
videos has become a 
different part of mar- 
keting to reach con- 
sumers today. In the 
meantime, we have 
seen the video trend on 
Facebook grow rapidly. 

Video marketing is 
already the mainstay of 
Facebook. Instagram is 
setting new records in 
the region due_ to 
changing algorithms 
and rising prices. 

Instagram has been 
pushing in this direc- 


tion recently with its 
pilot programs. Insta- 
gram is embracing 
many new and creative 
ways in the area of 
video marketing. 

In terms of business- 
to-business marketing, 
social media has the 
potential to attract fu- 
ture customers, as peo- 
ple who come here 
already have a similar 
mindset. 

In such a case, social 
media can be an excel- 
lent platform for cre- 
ative advertisements, 
as running video ads on 
social media. 

LinkedIn is __ little 
more expensive to ad- 
vertise on compared to 
any other social plat- 
form. 

It is even more im- 
portant to publish en- 
gaging and dynamic 
video content here. 

When Netflix 
launched the mail- 
order video service, no 
one could predict what 
would happen next. 

Within a few years, 
Netflix would become a 
powerhouse of video 
content. It is no longer 
just a streaming serv- 
ice, but an established 
production studio. 

With the addition of 
services like Netflix, 
Hulu, Amazon Prime 
and Hot Star, among 
others, there's no deny- 
ing the possibility that 
Internet video content 
will surpass traditional 
television content in 
the future. 


BLACK 
HISTORY 


Celebrating with us, our great Heritage 


Hon. Jean Augustine, 


Keynote Speaker 


Mississauga Valley Community Centre 


LARRY TAYLOR AUDITORIUM 


1275 Mississauga Valley Boulevard, Mississauga ON. L5A 3R8 


, 


There are several 
benefits to advertising 
on streaming services. 
Advertising here is less 
expensive than other 
traditional media. Ad- 
vertising on these fo- 
rums is an easier way to 
develop content. It's 
easy to reach out to the 
target customers, as 
they appear on the 
screen one after an- 
other in a favorite audi- 
ence program. 

With the advent of 
social media, not only 
has video content be- 
come more comfort- 
able to create, but it has 
also made it very easy 
and simple to reach 
customers. 

This medium puts 
you directly in front of 
customers, where you 
can easily reach the tar- 
get audience daily and 
impress them by creat- 
ing a group. 

Young people spend 
most of their time 
watching —entertain- 
ment videos and visit- 
ing social networking 
sites online. 

It can be estimated 
that eight billion videos 
are viewed daily on 
Facebook alone. 

Videos will tend to 
become more informa- 
tive to stay relevant and 
more optimized for in- 
dividuals and _plat- 
forms. And _ video 
marketers will need to 
gear up to meet these 
changes — _ because 
video will permeate 
more than just content. 


Chris Hayles, 


MC 
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Local hospital receives major donation during Bell Let’s Talk 


Anew _ transcranial 
stimulation clinic is 
being funded through 
the help of a national 
initiative aimed at sup- 
porting mental health 
initiatives throughout 
the country. 

Brampton Civic Hos- 
pital announced last 
week that Bell Let’s 
Talk, a national move- 
ment that encourages 
citizens _ throughout 
Canada to get involved 
through donations and 
social support, has 
contributed $420,000 
to help construct a Tr- 
ranscranial Magnetic 
Stimulation (rTMS) 
Clinic, part of a larger 
program at the hospital 
provider to provide 
leading-edge initiatives 
support mental health. 

rTMS is a treatment 
for people with major 
depression and_ post 
traumatic stress disor- 
der (PTSD), for whom 
medication may not be 
effective or an option. 
The safe, non-invasive 
treatments use a mag- 
netic field to stimulate 
nerve cells in the brain 
that are involved in 
controlling emotions. 

With repeated treat- 
ments, the magnetic 
pulses impact how the 


brain is working, to 
ease depression symp- 
toms and improve 
mood, with little or no 
discomfort. 

With the Bell Let's 
Talk donation, Osler 
will be able to acquire 
and install a full rTMS 
suite, while an addi- 
tional donation of 
$50,000 from Osler's 
team of psychiatrists 
themselves will double 
the number of patients 
that can be treated at 
any one time. 

"Bell Let's Talk is 
proud to support im- 
proved access to the 
latest innovations in 
mental health care 
through Osler's 
Stepped Care Program 
at Brampton Civic 
Hospital," said Mary 
Deacon, chair of Bell 
Let's Talk. "The addi- 
tion of an rTMS clinic 
to the program will 
make a real difference 
in the lives of people in 
Brampton and the sur- 
rounding area who are 
living with mental ill- 
nesses." 

Osler has one of the 
largest mental health 
and addictions com- 
munity hospital pro- 
grams in the province, 
consisting of emer- 


gency, inpatient and 
outpatient services 
across its three sites. 
Brampton Civic and 
Etobicoke General 
Hospital emergency 
departments see the 
largest number of pa- 
tients with mental 


~~ LS Tom i 
Withers Cie 


ar 


[i William Osler Health System one 


> & 
Ik pose during the announcement of $420,000 -# 
p 


a new Transcranial Wlagnetic Stimulation 
Clinic on Jan. 28, 2020. (Submitted) 


“3 


health and addictions 
illness in Ontario. 


"Osler's Mental 
Health and Addictions 
Department receives 


about 1,400 outpatient 
referrals each month, 
and 7Oper cent of 
these are for depres- 


sion treatment," said 
Kiki Ferrari, Executive 
Vice President, Clinical 
Operations, William 
Osler Health System. 
"Thanks to this dona- 
tion, Osler has become 
one of Ontario's first 
community hospitals 


Se’! 


to offer rTMS treat- 
ment, providing an in- 
novative option for the 
growing number of pa- 
tients who will benefit 
from additional treat- 
ment and_ support 
through their mental 
health journey." 


A well-known 
Canadian come- 
dian will leave au- 
diences rolling in 
their seats later 
this month, as the 
eighth annual 
Laugh Out Loud 
fundraiser returns 
on Saturday, Feb. 
209! 

The annual event, 
which raises sup- 
port for mental 
health care pro- 
grams at Trillium 
Health Partners’ 
hospitals in Peel, 
will feature Amer- 
ica’s Got Talent co- 
host Howie 
Mandel returning 
as event headliner 
and star __per- 
former, bringin 
his signature bran 
of irreverent hu- 
mour and charm to 
the Toronto Con- 


gress Centre in 
Etobicoke. 
Mandel has 


carved a name for 
himself as the dar- 
ling of network tel- 
evision, hosting hit 
primetime shows 
such as Deal or No 
Deal, and as the 
endearing and 
long-serving judge 
on America’s Got 


Talent. With a pro- 
lific 30-year career 
that includes 
movies, TV game 
shows, and even an 
animated series, 
the versatile per- 
former has risen 
through the ranks 
of show business to 
become one of the 
most recognizable 
names in enter- 
tainment. 

Since 2013, the 
high profile gala 
has featured 
comedic _heavy- 
weights, including 
Mandel, Martin 
Short, Gerry Dee, 
Russell Peters, 
James Corden, Jay 
Leno and _ last 
year’s headliner, 
Wayne Brady. This 
year’s event will 
also include per- 
formances rom 
Tony Vincent and 
Gerry Dee. 

Tickets for the 
event run $650 
each, with tables of 
10 available. 

For more infor- 
mation on _ the 
event, visit trilli- 
umgiving.ca or call 
(905) 848-7575, 
ext. 3299. 


Aspiring leaders honoured as World Vision 


recognizes “Heroes for Children” 


The president of a 
fundraising club, the 
executive director of a 
charity fighting 
famine and a pastor 
are some of the recipi- 
ents honoured by Mis- 
sissauga’s World 
Vision Canada late last 
month, as they un- 
veiled the winners of 
the 2019 Heroes for 
Children awards. 

The annual awards, 
presented by World 
Vision, which is head- 
quartered in the north 
end of the city, recog- 
nizes individuals who 
have made extraordi- 
nary efforts to make 
the world a_ better 
place for children and 
residents across 
Canada. 

"I'm delighted to 
recognize the invalu- 
able contributions of 
World Vision Canada's 
Heroes for Children 
Award recipients and 
all they do to serve the 
world's most vulnera- 
ble children," said 
World Vision presi- 
dent Michael Messen- 
ger, who unveiled the 
suite of winners last 
week. 

The recipients of this 
year's awards include: 

- Don Joshua 
(Courage Award): A 


volunteer with the or- 
ganization for more 


than 15 years, 
Joshua’s approach to 
donor communica- 


tions and ready smile 
has been an inspira- 
tion to staff and sup- 
porters. 

- Pastor Ed Buller 
(Ken McMillian Me- 
morial Award): Work- 
ing with the Heart of 
Worship International 
ChurchBuller has 
helped host events 
such as the 30 Hour 
Famine and_ the 
Matthew 25 challenge. 

- Cherie Wei (Ruth 
Roberts Award): A 


>a 


> 


youth ambassador 
since 2014, Wei has 
helped organize nu- 
merous fundraising 
events, and is a lead- 
ing advocate for edu- 
cating girls in crises. 

- Maria = Martini 
(Power of Generosity 
Award): The founder 
and executive director 
of B.C.-based Food 
For Famine Society 
(FFF), Martini was in- 
spired to make a dif- 
ference after learning 
how a fortified peanut 
paste product known 
as Ready-to-Use Ther- 
apeutic Food (RUTF) 
to help treat young 


e World Vision 


children suffering 
from severe acute mal- 
nutrition. 

- Dr. Samantha Nutt 
(Voice for Children 
Award): The founder 
of War Child Canada 
and War Child USA, 
Dr. Nutt is a renowned 
leader who has 
worked with children 
and their families at 
the frontline of many 
of the world's major 
crises, and a leading 
authority on current 
affairs, war, interna- 
tional aid and foreign 
policy. 


We're into the month 
of February - how is 
your time going? 

Did you make any 
goals in January? Are 
you still following 
through on them? 

What did you plan 
for yourself? Were they 
unreasonable or unre- 
alistic? Did you believe 
in them for yourself? 
Did they fit what you 
want for yourself? 

So, what do you want 
for yourself? List the 
qualities of how you 
want to feel through 
everything you do. 

Do you want to feel 
happy? So, what would 
do that for you? 
Money might help - 
but how much? 
Money might give you 
stability - but does it? 

So often, we get 
money and then spend 
it all on vacations or 


buying ourselves 
something. Now, 
again, we need more 
money. 


You have to define 
yourself and who you 
are. Until you know 
yourself, you won’t be 
able to find what gives 
you happiness or any- 
thing else. It is like get- 
ting a pet for the first 
time. Unless you know 
what to give them like 
exercise and the right 
dog food, how can you 
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keep them healthy and 
happy? Now you have 
to do that for yourself. 

Your diet — does it 
sustain you? Your 
everyday habits — do 
they keep you going on 
a healthy path? Your 
thoughts — what do 
they give you? Your at- 
titude — how do you 
treat others? Your 
health — what do you 
do to ensure you stay 
healthy? 

We all need a healthy 
diet, but do you know 
what actually sustains 
you through food and 
supplements? So often 
I hear people talk 
about different diets 
and how they feel but 
they don’t sustain it. 

Restaurants seem to 
be their last resort, but 
they need to know 
what to do for them- 
selves after they get 
home. 

Your everyday habits 
will be a_ training 
ground to keep you on 
a healthy path. Habit is 
what keeps them doing 
right by themselves 
without thinking. Our 
day is full of habits, but 
you have to decide 
what is right by you. 

Your thoughts will 
define what you be- 
lieve in. It will give you 
words to state if you 
think you are a failure 


—e— 


or successful. You get 
your feelings through 
your thoughts. Think 
positive and you will 
have a different physi- 
cal response. 

Your attitude makes 
up a lot of the prob- 
lems in our day. Check 
your attitude to others 
to see how you are feel- 
ing. 

Others are going 
through a lot during 
the day too, not just 
you. Learn to be re- 
spectful of their lives 
so it reflects back on 
you. 

So often, how we 
treat others is how we 
treat ourselves. Is it 
worth it? 

Your health and how 
you feel. If you are feel- 
ing a lack in your phys- 
ical body, you will feel 
it in how you act. Get 
up and move your 
physical body. To relax 
you have to move.Take 
a walk or stretch and 
release any tightness in 
your body. 

Check how you feel 
when you do that. Bet- 
ter, I bet! 

What are your 
needs? We all have 
needs so what are 
yours? Where do you 
feel most safe? Where 
do you feel sustained? 
What helps you feel 
sustained? Answer 
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Health and Wellness - February Goals 


by Elizabeth Banfalvi 


those questions for 
yourself — nobody else 
can. 

Once you feel safe 
and sustained, then 
your day is better. If 
your job isn’t sustain- 
ing you, then ask why? 
Is it who you work with 
or the job itself? Take 
the time to find out the 
answer or answers 
then change what you 
are doing. If it is your 
personal life, then ask 
yourself what you can 
do to change how you 
feel about it or the sit- 
uation you are in. 

Our lives are always 
going to need work be- 
cause there are always 
going to be unpre- 


dictable happenings. 
We will always need to 
learn to overcome, 
compensate or just ac- 
cept what we are going 
through. 

Realize that some of 
what you are going 
through is natural. 
Learn from it and ad- 
just how you think or 
act within it. 

What works for you 
and what doesn’t? 
What sets you off? 
What is your downfall? 
What makes you 
happy? What makes 

ou feel content and 

nowing who you are? 
Know yourself and you 
will be able to change 
how you feel. You will 


also be able to make 
better changes. 

So, it is February al- 
ready and Valentine’s 
Day is coming up. Who 
will you acknowledge 
loving? 

Imagine _—yourself 
holding a bouquet of 
red roses. Each rose 
means something to 
you and about you. 
How many are you 
holding? Hopefully a 
lot of them, and if not, 
start finding your qual- 
ities so as the year goes 
it gets better and better 
from now on. 

Happy February and 
Valentine’s Day. 


Revamped care centre brings joy to families 


Alocal hospital is 
bringing smiles to 
local patients with the 
unveiling of a re- 
vamped care centre. 

Last month, Tril- 
lium Health Partners 
(THP) and The 


Smilezone Founda- 
tion came together to 
celebrate the grand 
opening of THP’s 
first-ever Smilezone 
at the Colonel Har- 
land Sanders Family 
Care Centre at Missis- 


sauga Hospital. 

The revamped 
space, which was do- 
nated by the Smile- 
zone Foundation in 
partnership with De- 
loitte Canada, aims to 
be a colourful and 


playful space for 
some of the hospital’s 
youngest visitors, and 
includes murals, a 
sensory table, iPad 
stations, interactive 
toys and a TV. 

“We are incredibly 


grateful for this vi- 
brant and engaging 
make-over of our 
Family Care Centre,” 
said Deb Carson, Tril- 
ium’s vice president 
of patient care serv- 
ices. “By creating a 
welcoming and play- 
ful space for our 
youngest patients, we 
are helping to en- 
hance the experience 
for both children and 
their families who re- 
quire our services.” 
The Colonel Har- 
land Sanders Family 
Care Centre at Missis- 
sauga Hospital cur- 
rently offers a wide 
range of women's and 
children's _ services, 
including specialized 
paediatric clinics for 
diabetes, neurology 
and asthma patients. 
Families, caregivers 
and children who visit 
are now able to relax, 
chat and play in an 
underwater themed 
playroom as_ they 
await their appoint- 
ment or procedure. 


The Smilezone 
Foundation was de- 
lighted with the 
bright and fun smile- 
zone, said Scott 
Bachly, the co- 
founder of the Foun- 
dation. 

“We are pleased 
that this new space 
will bring smiles to 
children and families 
for years to come” 
said Bachly 

Smilezone Founda- 
tion is a registered 
charity based in 
Oakville, ON, com- 
mitted to putting 
smiles on kids’ faces. 

Founded by Scott 
Bachly and Adam 
Graves in 2012, the 
Foundation’s mission 
is to make tough days 
a little brighter for 
kids receiving treat- 
ment in hospitals and 
health care facilities. 

For more informa- 
tion on the Smile- 
Zone, visit 
trilliumhealthpart- 
ners.ca. 
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Local theatre group receives grant for “Stitch in Time” 


Sawitri Theatre 
Group was recently 
awarded a coveted On- 
tario Trillium Founda- 
tion (OTF) Seed grant 
for the Stitch In Time 
Project. 

The program aims to 
provide participants 
access to learn or 
renew their sewing 
and/or embroidery 
skills to artistically ex- 
press themselves 
through __ fabric-art, 
making wearable/use- 
able items that con- 
nect them to their 
culture. This program 
will run from Jan. to 
Oct. 2020. 

The objective of this 
project is to help break 
down barriers: socio- 
economic; language; 
technology; etc. and 
make participants feel 
more connected to 
their community. 

“The Stitch in Time 
by Sawitri aims to pro- 
vide women with a 
sense of empower- 
ment,” said Deepak 
Anand, MPP for Mis- 
sissauga-Malton. “It 
will help them to learn 


and re-discover their 
creative skills through 
sewing and creating 
art. This Seed Grant 
from the Ontario Tril- 
lium Foundation 
(OTF) will help our 
women gain the re- 
sources they need to 
cultivate friendships, 
sisterhood, and 
courage. It is my sin- 
cere wish that this pro- 
gram will help women 
ain their financial 
reedom which will 
lead to empowerment 
and independence for 
their future.” 

The Stitch In Time 
project is a weekly pro- 
gram that will run for 
a period of approxi- 
mately ten months, 
prove women who 

el disenfranchised a 
safe environment to 
enhance their fabric 
art skills. Sawitri will 
be partnering with 
fashion designers, 
haute couture creators 
and other experts in 
the industry to impart 
relevant technical skill 
to the participants. 

"I'm grateful to the 


Ontario Trillium 
Foundation for sup- 
porting the Stitch In 
Time project,” said 
Jasmine Sawant, the 


artistic director of 
Sawitri. 
“T'm very excited and 


hope that this pilot is 
the start of a much 
larger movement to 
help women come to- 
gether and build com- 
munity through the art 
of sewing and embroi- 
dery. 

Fabrics are our sec- 
ond skin that not only 
protects but also pro- 
vides us our cultural 
identity. Functional or 
fashionable, they have 
been a part of the de- 
velopment of the 
human race and in 
these difficult times 
where more barriers 
and borders are being 
put up, we hope that 
the ‘Stitch-In-Time’ 
Project will help take 
down some of these 
barriers and_ erase 
some of these bor- 
ders." 

In order to help facil- 
itate this project, Saw- 


itri has appointed 
Asha Ponnachan, a 
performance artist 
who is also skilled in 
sewing and jewelry 
making, as the project 
Co-ordinator. 

Tanya Theberge, a 
sustainable fashion 
designer who is partic- 
ipating in the initia- 
tive, said of being part 
of this project as an in- 
structor, “I’m thrilled 
to partner with Sawitri 
in the Stitch-In-Time 
program. It’s a great 
opportunity for me to 

ass on what I’ve 

earned and the skills 

that I’ve acquired as a 
sustainable fashion 
designer and social en- 
trepreneur to the com- 
munity.” 

The Ontario Trillium 
Foundation (OTF) is 
an agency of the Gov- 
ernment of Ontario, 
and one of Canada’s 
leading granting foun- 
dations. 

Last year, OTF 
awarded $108 million 
to 629 projects 
throughout the 
province. 
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Focus on Film Forum - Academy Awards Could = 
a ‘Parasite’ Infestation 


by Joseph A. Monachino 


“You talking to me?” - 
Taxi Driver, 1976 


There are always 
surprise winners at 
the Academy Awards 
— a.k.a. “The Oscars”. 
This year, there 
could be a “Parasite” 
infestation! 

The winner of the 
Screen Actors Guild 
(SAG) Award for 
Best Ensemble Cast 
can indicate the win- 
ner of the Best Pic- 
ture Academy 
Award. 

It should be noted 
that actors make up 
the largest percent- 
age of the Motion 
Picture Academy, so 
their preferences can 
have an especially 
large impact on the 
Oscar race. 

In the last decade, 
the SAG ensemble 
winner has gone on 
to win best picture at 
the Academy Awards 
half the time. 

In my_ opinion, 
there are three nom- 
inees for the Best 
Picture Oscar that 
have the best chance 


to win. These are: 


“1917”; “The Irish- 
man”; and “Once 
Upon A Time In Hol- 
lywood”. 

After the SAG 
Awards, we may 
have the dark horse 
who will come up the 
middle to win, 


namely, “Parasite”. 

Should it win, it 
will be a first for the 
Academy Awards: A 
foreign language film 
that wins the award 
for Best Picture. I 
plan to watch the 
“Oscar” telecast right 
until the Best Picture 
Award is handed out 
to see if it wins. 

The Focus On Film 
Forum article I plan 
to write for February 
might be a feature 
article on how Acad- 
emy Award history 
has been made. 

The chances are 
very good for “Para- 
site” to win for Best 
Picture of 2019. 

As noted earlier in 
this article, the 
biggest voting bloc of 
the Academy for Mo- 
tion Pictures Arts 
and Sciences is the 


Screen Actors Guild. 
It might very well be 
the most influential 
voting bloc as well. 
In this era of diver- 
sification and inclu- 
sion, there may be 
other “Oscar” sur- 
prise winners who 
may win the coveted 
awards in other cate- 
gories as well this 


year. 
We shouldn’t for- 


get that Kathryn 
Bigelow won for Best 
Director of the Best 
Picture winner of 
2009, which was 
“The Hurt Locker”. 
She was the first 
woman director ever 
to do so. 

So, what was con- 
sidered unthinkable 
for a Foreign Lan- 
guage film to be a 
Best Picture winner a 


short time ago, can 
become a reality on 
the night of Feb. 9. 

Is my money on 
“Parasite” for the 
Best Picture Acad- 
emy Award? Not 
necessarily, but I 
may put money on it 
now. 


The Monthly 


Movie Night takes 
place on the last 
Wednesday of each 


month. The cost to 
see any movie play- 
ing at Cinestarz at 
Burnhamthorpe and 
Central Parkway is $ 
6.00. 

E-mail me_ at 
joseph.monachino@ 
yahoo.com if you are 
interested in attend- 
ing. The next event 
is on Feb. 26. 
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rest a Vietnamese New Year 
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SPORTS 


REGISTRATION DAY 


Caledon’s sport registration day is 
your one-stop shop for information 
and to register in: 


BALL HOCKEY 
BASEBALL 
HOCKEY 
POLE VAULT 
SOCCER 
TENNIS 


Satu rday, Februa ry 8, 2020 Caledon Centre for Recreation & Wellness 
14111 Regional Road 50 North, Bolton 


9 a.m.- Noon 


PARTICIPATING SPORTS GROUPS: 


Belfountain Tennis Club Caledon Minor Hockey Association 
Bolton Pole Vault Caledon Soccer Club 

Bolton Tennis Club Caledon Special Olympics 

Bolton Wanderers Soccer Club Palgrave Tennis Club 

Caledon Minor Baseball Association Palgrave Youth Sports 


Caledon Minor Ball Hockey League 


For more information contact 


rc) Ys. N 
recreation@caledon.ca 3B W 
caledon.ca/recreation TOWN OF CALEDON 


